West Sandhills District theme for 2025 – 2027
Celebrating Butterflies and other pollinators

Since the Garden Club of South Carolina’s theme centers around butterflies and June is National Pollinator Month, let’s begin to celebrate and protect the vital role of pollinators like bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds. These creatures are essential for the reproduction of flowering plants, including many of the fruits and vegetables we eat, and contribute to the health of our ecosystems. 

Here's how you can celebrate and support pollinators all year long:

1. Learn about pollinators:
· Identify common pollinators: Bees, butterflies, moths, hummingbirds, and even some bats and beetles are important pollinators. 
· Understand their role: Pollinators transfer pollen, enabling plants to produce seeds and fruits. 
· Recognize threats: Habitat loss, pesticide use, climate change, and invasive species are major threats to pollinator populations. 
2. Create a pollinator-friendly garden: 
· Plant native flowers:
Choose a variety of colorful, nectar-rich flowers that bloom throughout the season.
· Provide water:
Offer shallow dishes with rocks or a birdbath for pollinators to drink and cool down.
· Leave some areas wild:
Allow some areas of your garden to grow naturally, providing shelter and nesting sites.
· Avoid pesticides and herbicides:
Try to utilize organic gardening practices to protect pollinators.
3. Engage with the community:
· Visit local gardens: Explore botanic gardens, arboretums, and public pollinator gardens. 
· Attend events: Many organizations host events during National Pollinator Week and throughout the year to educate and celebrate pollinators. 
· Spread the word: Share information about pollinators with friends, family, and neighbors. 

By taking these steps, you can help ensure a healthy future for pollinators and the vital role they play in our world. 

