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History of the West Low Country District Logo

The logo was approved and accepted by GCSC President – David Stoudenmire, Jr., July 2023.

Graphicly designed and given as a gift to the District Director of West Low Country by Christy Sloan of Cereus Gardeners and Garden Makers Garden Clubs.

The idea of a logo for West Low Country was presented by Kathy New to the members of the West Low Country District in April 2023. She and Christy Sloan designed an initial logo and sent it out to be critiqued by the West Low Country members. It was suggested that the members be allowed to send in their ideas to create the logo, so Kathy sent out requests for logo submissions from members. Thirteen logos were submitted as possibilities by garden club members, and all 13 were sent to an art design team in Columbia labeled only with numbers. Four were chosen as possibilities, and the top three logos were then sent out to the presidents of the garden clubs/councils labeled only as A, B, and C. Twenty-five garden clubs/councils responded with a winning vote for the logo labeled C. The final tally of votes was received and counted in June 2023.

The artist design depicts a green outer circle with the name West Low Country District across the top. The lower portion has the phrase, “Sandhills to the Sea,” which was created by Kathy New and Christy Sloan to describe the physical expanse of the district from Aiken County to the coastal counties of Jasper and Beaufort. A map of the counties that make up the West Low Country District overlays a sand and sea background which flows left to right, and north to south, mimicking the transition from the Sandhills of South Carolina to the Coastal region of the state. A painted bunting rests on a longleaf pine branch, both of which are known to thrive throughout both the Sandhills region and the lowcountry. The state tree, the palmetto, represents the Coastal region, as does the sea turtle, crawling up the beach out of the sea.
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Please enroll as a member at the Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. website:  www.gardenclubofsc.org, Go to the members’ area and sign in.  There are directions if you have never signed it.  It is a secure website for members.  You will have to scroll down to the bottom of the page to insert your username, which will be your email address.  

WEST LOW COUNTRY DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
“Preserving Historic Gardens While Creating New Ones”

It is an honor to serve as your Garden Club of South Carolina West Low Country District Director for 2023 – 2025.  Your trust in my abilities to lead this district is greatly appreciated.  Over the past two years, I have met many of you and I am inspired and grateful for all the effort, work, and talent that is given by the clubs to their community and surrounding communities.  However, we can continue to build on what has been done and continue the successes.  With that in mind, the following are the objectives that both myself and the Assistant Director, Christy Sloan, have set for the West Low Country District:

1. Improve the submission of yearbooks by reviewing the evaluation form as to how points are used to determine the score.

2. Increase garden club/council participation in submitting applications for state awards.  It is important for the clubs to be recognized for the work they are doing in their communities.  This will be a major topic at our District’s summer workshop on July 23, 2024.

3. Develop a better understanding of the difference between District awards and State awards and the procedures involved in their awarding.

4. Create a plan to garner support for submission of state scholarship applications from the West Low Country District as well as submission of essays for the State Essay contest.

5. Continue to focus on communicating with the clubs by email, text, phone, as well as visiting each of the clubs for one of their meetings.  It is so important for the club members to put a face with both the District Director and Assistant Director.  

6. Increase the awareness of the Club and Council Presidents about the wealth of information contained on the GCSC website and their ability to access and navigate the website.  This will be a topic for the Summer Workshop.

7. Encourage the District Clubs and Councils to embrace the GCSC President’s theme “Legacy Gardening” Past – Present - Future as well as the District’s theme of “Preserving Historic Gardens While Creating New Ones”.

8. Ensure that club and council Presidents know that we are readily accessible to help them with projects, programs, information, and any other undertakings to make their terms successful.

9. Try to increase the membership of the garden clubs.  As an agenda item at the Summer Workshop, ideas will be shared on how membership can be increased.

10. As a District Director, it is important to include the Assistant Director in all decisions and activities so they are being groomed to accept the responsibilities and role of District Director.  




WEST LOW COUNTRY DISTRICT DIRECTOR - KATHY NEW
I grew up in a small mill town, with beautiful clapboard white houses that dated back to 1880-1930.  Our home was at the end of the dirt street, lined with old oak trees. No one had grass in the front yard, because the grass was plucked. The yard was swept and raked with perfect lines. I can remember hydrangeas around all the homes.  In the summer, the whole street would be lined with huge oaks and blue hydrangeas blooming. That was the front yard. The back and side yards would have vegetable gardens. You have to realize that most of the parents grew up during the Great Depression and World War II, when the whole yards were planted in “Victory” gardens to provide food for the families and neighbors. This is what I remember as a child, and this memory planted the seeds for loving natural, cottage gardens, and how to “Grow South Carolina.” 

I am excited to be Director of WLC. I have been involved in a garden club for the past 22 years, thanks to an invitation by a sweet friend. I have served as Co-director of WLC, the president of Aiken Council of Garden Clubs, chairman of committees of the West Low Country, and in many positions with my local club (Garden Makers Garden Club).  My favorite involvement has been working with membership. I love meeting people, helping to increase club memberships, and creating potential clubs. This next year, as Director, my goal is to continue to help your club in any way I can to keep your club strong and active.

The WLC goals are: to bring the 41 scattered clubs closer with communication.  I am encouraging clubs to get back to normal--enjoying meeting as groups to share and support each other, increase membership, grow new Federated clubs, educate our community and youth--and don’t forget those “Victory” gardens.

I will continue to meet with garden club members of WLC District. I want you to contact me by phone, email or invite me to your meetings. The last goal is to keep you informed about your District, GCSC, on up to National level, by restarting an informative newsletter with participation from each club. Last but not least, I want each club to participate in the Award programs. Our club projects are outstanding, and you deserve the recognition from the West Low Country District to the National Garden Club level.

The Theme for WLC is to “Preserving Historic Gardens While Planting New Ones.”  
Thank you for being on the WLC Team.

Happy gardening,
Kathy


WEST LOW COUNTRY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR - CHRISTY SLOAN
I learned at an early age that I loved flowers and working in the garden. My Nanny Green loved to garden, and I loved helping her in her yard. Her passion was azaleas, but she had beautiful hydrangeas, irises, crepe myrtles, and dogwoods. She planted beautiful flowerbeds, but also had a habit of plunking a flower or bush anywhere she had an empty space. Born in 1914, she would spend hours outside unaffected by the heat, and she was known to pull off the side of the road and dig up a plant if she thought it was pretty. She planted vegetable gardens every spring and spent days canning and freezing her harvests. Jams, beans, collard kraut, and corn lined the shelves of her basement, and I dreamed of learning those skills so I could be like her.

I grew up in Graniteville, South Carolina, attended USC-Aiken, and earned a BS in Elementary Education. In 1995 I married my high school sweetheart and moved to North Augusta. I taught middle school for 16 years and raised four wonderful daughters, now ages 16-24. In 2016, my late husband Greg and I built the home of our dreams on twelve acres. I am currently planting flowers and trees and trying to grow my own vegetables. If I can get vegetables to grow, I will fulfill my dream of lining my pantry shelves with my own canned goods. My next adventure is building a coup and raising my own chickens.

At the invitation of Kathy New, I joined Garden Makers Garden Club in 2020. I now serve as the Secretary for Garden Makers. In 2022, I agreed to serve as President of Cereus Gardeners to build back the club after 2020 caused the club to almost disband. We now have 12 members and two new community projects. I represent Cereus Gardeners and serve as Publication Chairman on the Aiken Council of Garden Clubs. I am active in my church and lead the Prayer Shawl Ladies Group in crocheting shawls and lapghans for sick and homebound church members. I am learning so much with Kathy New’s help, and I look forward to serving the next two years as Assistant Director of West Low Country District.

Christy Sloan
Assistant Director
West Low Country District

THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC.

MISSION:  The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc., a non-profit organization, is a force for good that promotes all aspects of gardening, focusing on preservation and restoration of historic garden, conservation and environmental protection of natural resources, education of members and youth organizations, civic beautification, horticulture, and floral design. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA:

I Pledge allegiance to the Flag of the Garden Club of South Carolina for the love of gardening for which it stands, for the promotion and protection of our environmental concerns, and for achievement in beautification and conservation in all phases of Garden Club service.  
                                                                                        Written by Emily Floyd Stephens, President 1999-2001.  




QUICK FACTS:

· We have 4,550 members.

· We have 173 clubs.

· We have 17 Governing Councils.

· We are a member of the National Garden Clubs, Inc. and the South Atlantic Region.

· We were first organized on April 22, 1930 and Federated with the National Garden Clubs, Inc. April 22, 1934.

· We are proud to have these Affiliate Members:
 Anne Springs Close Greenway
  Brookgreen Gardens
  Butterfly MonarchyClub
  Craig Farm Historic Preservation Foundation
  Moore Farms Botanical Garden
  Riverbanks Zoo and Botanical Garden
  South Carolina  Botanical Garden at Clemson
  South Carolina Native Plant Society
  South Carolina Wildlife Federation
  Piedmont Physic Garden 
  South Carolina Bluebird Society





OBJECTIVES:

· To encourage civic planting and beautification and the establishment and maintenance of roadside parks
· To promote the protection and conservation of our natural resources
· To maintain the Memorial Garden and establish roadside memorials on designated Blue Star Highways honoring our war dead and living veterans
· To further horticultural education, conservation, and landscape design through scholarships
· To advance the arts of gardening, landscape design, flower arranging, and horticulture through schools, symposiums and non-commercial flower shows
· To coordinate the interest and activities of this organization and to cooperate with other organizations in the furtherance of the aforementioned objectives in such activities as may be determined by the Board of Directors
· To give awards for achievement in beautification, conservation, and horticulture
· To encourage the love of all phases of garden club work among youth

SEVEN DISTRICTS:

· West Piedmont					
· [image: ]East Piedmont
· West Sandhills
· East Sandhills
· Coastal
· West Low Country
· East Low Country















LEADERS AND THEMES


[image: NGC Logo]NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB:				
2023-2025 President, Brenda Moore
“Go Green – Plant America!”
Bmoore@gardenclub.org
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2023-2025 Regional Director, Carcille Burchette
	    “Go Green – Plant Native”
	    Carcillecburchette@hotmail.com
	    Cell 606-344-6164
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	    2023 – 2025 President, David E. Stoudenmire
           “Legacy Gardening” (Past – Present – Future)
	   dstoudenmire@sccoast.net
cell 843-333-9642	
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                                    WEST LOW COUNTRY DISTRICT			
  2023 – 2025 District Director, Kathy New
                                           “Preserving Historic Gardens While Planting New Ones”
                                            222 Patricia Drive, North Augusta, SC 29841
	                                      knknew@comcast.net        803-215-5633 (cell)

	                                  2023 – 2025 Assistant Director, Christy Sloan
                                            23 Emerald Drive, North Augusta, SC 29841
	                                  g.sloan21@comcast.net      803-215-6463 (cell)


THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC. EXECUTIVE BOARD 2023-2025 

David E. Stoudenmire – President
Betty Jackson              – First Vice President/Finance Chairmen
Jan Burch                    – Second Vice President/ Events Chairman 
Sandie Duerksen         – Third Vice President/Awards Chairman
Lynn Pode                   – Recording Secretary
Meg Lee                      – Corresponding Secretary
Marian Soule               – Treasurer
Becky Crow                 – Parliamentarian
Dorothy Richardson     – Historian
Graceann Phillips         – Coastal District Director
Peg Benton                   – East Low Country District Director
Linda Hutchinson         – East Piedmont District Director 
Michelene Sheehy        – East Sandhills District Director 
Kathy New                   – West Low Country District Director 
Dot Closs                      – West Piedmont District Director 
Becky Fairey                 – West Sandhill District Director 

Other Chairmen:
Margaret Graham         – Webmaster, Five Star Honor Clubs, and Star Chapter Member 
                                            843-222-2548      jpgmcg69@gmail.com

Tara Ranson                 – Membership 803-487-3236   tdranson@yahoo.com

















THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC.
PRESIDENT, David E. Stoudenmire 2023-2025 OBJECTIVES
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The Memorial Garden
1919 Lincoln St, Columbia, South Carolina

Legacy Gardening” Past - Present – Future    
    Past:  
·        Sarah Bolyston deeded part of her property to the Garden Club of SC in 1944, which  became the  
       only piece of property owned by GCSC and opened to the public in 1946. 
· The Memorial Garden is the first living tribute created to honor WWII service members. 
· Nationally known landscape architect, Loutrel Briggs’ design for this garden created an   “outdoor cathedral” effect.  It was later designated a National Historic Site. 
· Several major renovations have taken place over the years to enhance and be better stewards in conserving our natural resources and the environment.
     Present:
· Weekly maintenance and upkeep of the garden grounds.
· Replacement of diseased and/or dead shrubs and trees.   
· Repairs completed on structures and a regular maintenance schedule established.
     Future: 
· Conduct and implement a long-range plan that will guide the Memorial Garden into the next    decade.  
· Design, raise funds, and build a handicap accessible ramp into the Memorial Garden. 
· Continue to adhere to, as closely as possible, the original design of Loutrel Briggs in replacing or adding to the landscaping and permanent structures in the garden. 
 (
MEMORIAL GARDEN - "LEGACY GARDENING" PRESIDENT'S PROJECT 2023-2025
The Memorial Garden, located at 1919 Lincoln Street in Columbia, South Carolina, was the first garden in the United States established to honor veterans of World War II. Located adjacent to the Governor's Mansion, it is made available for tours and private rental as well as GCSC special celebrations on Veteran's Day, Memorial Day and other important dates. Upkeep of this beautiful garden requires approximately $15,000 per year and all donations are restricted to this purpose. Donations of any amou
n
t to the Legacy Program for renovations and upkeep  should be  earma
r
ked 
“
Legacy Program
”
.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO REMEMBER A LOVED ONE WITH A SPECIAL HONORARIUM TO THE MEMORIAL GARDEN? WE HAVE TWO WAYS TO ASSIST YOU.
A $100.00 donation may be made in honor of a loved one here. Your loved one will receive special recognition from our Memorial Garden Trustees Committee and you will receive a tax deductible donation receipt.
You may also honor a veteran with an engraved brick with their name and service information. The brick will become a permanent part of our honor walk at the garden. To purchase a memorial brick for a donation of $500.00, Click here.
Donations may be made via credit card below or by mailing a check to:
Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc
71 Gervais St, Suite 150-142
Columbia, SC 29201
Earmark your check with: Memorial Garden honorarium
Chairman 
Peggy Little
)
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The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc.
2024 – 2025 Calendar
	
	        2024

	July 23
	West Low Country Presidents’ Meeting

	August 15
	Gardener Fall Edition Deadline

	September 1
	Yearbooks Due to GCSC President and DDs

	September 1
	Begin Sending State Award Applications 

	September 5
	Board of Directors Meeting, Columbia Council Bldg.

	September 23-26
	Flower Show School III, Columbia

	October 17-22
	Flower Show, Sumter

	October 26-November 5
	Flower Show, Charleston

	November 4
	Memorial Garden Veteran’s Event, Columbia

	November 15               
	Gardener Winter Edition Deadline

	November 15
	High School Essays Due to Jacqueline Weinzierl

	December 6
	Arbor Day

	December 10
	All GCSC Award Applications Due

	
	           2025

	Ongoing throughout year
	 Ames Grant Deadline - NGC

	Ongoing throughout year
	 Native Plants and Wildflower Grand Deadline - NGC

	  Ongoing throughout year
	 Natural Disasters Grant Deadline - NGC

	Ongoing throughout year
	 Youth Grant Deadline - NGC

	January 10
	 District Youth Award Winners to Cathy Griffin

	January 15
	 Roster and Dues Letter Sent to Clubs

	January 16
	 Board of Directors Meeting, Columbia Council Bldg.

	February 1
	 President’s Reports Due to GCSC President & DDs

	February 1
	 Scholarship Applications Deadline, Electronically to Sandra Barker

	February 15
	 Gardener Spring Edition Deadline

	March 1
	 Final Date to Send in Dues/Rosters

	March 1
	 Juried Art Digital Entries Due to Sherri Bardsley

	March 1
	 District President Report Winners to GCSC President & 3rd VP/Awards Chairman

	March 1
	 2025-2027 Slate of Officers Sent to All Members

	March 24-27
	 FSS School IV, John’s Island Art Center, Charleston

	March 28
	West Low Country District Meeting, Dataw Island

	March TBD
	 Youth Awards Celebration, TBD

	
April 28-30

	 GCSC Convention, East Piedmont District, Embassey Suites; Election of 2025-2027 Officers;  Installation of  2025-2027 Officers; State Flower Show; 
 National Garden Club President Attends/Speaks/Installs Officers

	May 15
	 Gardener Summer Edition Deadline

	May 19-23
	 NGC National Convention, Omaha Nebraska

	June 1-7
	 National Garden Week

	
	

	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk77844354]
Past West Low Country District Directors
This page will be updated later.
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Available West Low Country District Awards 2023-2025

1. Container Gardening Award for the most unique and outstanding container project.
2. Christmas Beautification Award for the most outstanding project decorating a public building such as a nursing home, library, hospital, etc. for Christmas Season.
3. Garden Therapy for the most outstanding program of garden therapy where elderly handicapped adults and/or handicapped children participate and receive noteworthy benefits.
4. Horticulture Award for the most outstanding program or project with emphasis on any phase of horticulture. This will include “Plant It Pink” for breast cancer survivors or staging a standard flower show. 
5. Be Bee and Butterfly Wise. Best club or community project promoting, protecting, or celebrating Native Bees and Butterflies in their natural habitats. Describe activities showing accomplishments and club involvement.
6. Best Program Award for the best program of the year in your club which promotes one of the NGC objectives such as birds, butterflies, Blue Star Highway, civic development, horticulture, garden therapy or flower shows, etc.
7. Youth Award for the club that sponsors the best youth program in a school or other youth group.
8. National Garden Week for the best promotion of National Garden Club Week. Remember this project includes activities for every day of this week. 
9. Arbor Day or Earth Day Celebration for the best promotion and community involvement in celebration of Arbor Day or Earth Day (December or April).
10. Sarah Ann Parler Special Events Award for the most outstanding garden club related special event, such as an anniversary celebration, garden club tour, or other event where your community is invited, thus focusing public attention on your role as garden club members.
11. Parking/Roadside Beautification Award for best project planting and promoting pollinator garden habitats in parks, public spaces, streetscapes, or highway medians.
12. Burdorf Historic Preservation Award for the completion of a historic project such as restoration of a park, building, public garden, cemetery or historic marker.
13. Publication Award for the best publication, newsletter, brochure, cookbook, calendar, historic manual or website promoting Garden Club themes.
14. Legacy Gardening for the best club project that contributes to the integrity of an established public garden to be preserved for the future. Contributions should be in the form of ongoing voluntary labor to add new plants, maintain existing plants, and continued maintenance throughout the year.
15. Litter Control/Recycling Award for the best project promoting litter control and/or recycling in a community wide project or with a group.

Awards for 2023 and 2024, which are projects/programs from January 1 through December 31, are due by January 15th of 2024 and January 15, 2025. You can begin submitting awards on September 1. 

Submit awards to:
Christy Sloan at 23 Emerald Drive, North Augusta, South Carolina, 29841,  g.sloan21@comcast.net
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2024 West Low Country District Awards Application
 (January 1-December 31, 2024) Due January 15, 2025

Submitted by: _________________________________________________________________
	                 (Club Name and Club Number)
Number of Members in the Club: _______
Award #________        Award Name__________________________________________
Submitted Date: _________________________

1. New Project: __________      or Continuing Project: ___________ 
2. Beginning Date: __________________    Completion Date: __________________
3. Brief Summary and objectives of project.
This section should explain the basic information about the program, including the purpose, what was done, how it was done, and what was accomplished. 
4. Involvement of club members, other organizations, etc.
This section should include members and other people involved in the program. Explain each person’s role and why they were participating. 
5. Project expenses and means of funding, continuing involvement, follow up maintenance.
List expenses and how the funds were raised. Describe any future involvement and possible maintenance the club members will need to continue. 
6. Pages 2-3: Photos and Evidence 
Attach up to 2 pages of photos and other evidence, such as plant lists, receipts, brochures, flyers, etc.

Attach or insert photos, digital photos, and/or landscape plan (does not need to be professionally drawn). 
You can start sending awards on September 1. Start your information with question #1. Number and answer all questions. You may remove the questions or reduce the font of this page to give you more space, if necessary. Use number only with answer. This page should only have answers for questions 1-5.  Question #6 will be up to two pages of evidence, including photos. 
Deadline for West Low Country District Awards is January 15, 2025 for projects completed from January 1 through December 31, 2024.   
All Applications are limited to three (3) pages, with this form counting as the first page. 
Submit electronically or mail hard copy to District Awards Chairman. 
Christy Sloan
23 Emerald Drive
North Augusta, SC 29841
g.sloan21@comcast.net
(I really would love hard copies, but electronically, OK)



2024 West Low Country District Awards Application
 (January 1-December 31, 2024) Due January 15, 2025

Submitted by: ___XYZ Garden Club  - 952_WL________________
	                 (Club Name and Club Number)

Number of Members in the Club: __11___
          
Award #_11_____        Award Name___Parking/Roadside Beautification Award________

Submitted Date: __September 30, 2024______

1. New Project: __X_____      or Continuing Project: ___________ 
2. Beginning Date: __2/20/2024____    Completion Date: ____2/20/24___
3. XYZ Garden Club chose the entrance to the local fire department as a beautification project. This entrance was chosen because it is a focal point in our town and we felt that cleaning up and adding bushes and flowers would provide a welcoming feeling to visitors of our town. We also wanted to beautify the entrance so it would welcome the firefighters that work so hard to protect our town. Three boxwoods and 4 nandinas were planted on each side of the drive, along with flowering annuals to brighten up the entrance. Mulch was put down to deter weeds and finish off the flowerbeds. 
4. Six club members (list names) and 4 firefighters (list names) helped dig the holes and plants the flowers. They then mulched the beds and watered everything in. 
5. The community raised $200 through donations and XYZ Garden Club donated $200 to purchase the plants. Mulch was donated by the local nursery. The third Saturday of each month will be designated as a work day to weed and replace annuals. The fire department will also work several days a months when firefighters are on call. 
6. Attached are photos and a list of all the plants purchased. 


**This is just a short example of how the form can be filled out. No need to reinvent the wheel. Just answer the questions and provide details. You will probably have much more description of what you completed than is above. If your explanation takes up more space, just continue on the next page. It can be printed front and back, so it is still one page. 

Please contact me if you have any further questions.

Christy Sloan















 (
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GCSC Awards

State Awards Chairman: Sandie Duerksen
165 Double Eagle Court, Aiken, SC 29803
803-645-2871 (C) , sandieduerksen@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER 1:    
· Awards 39 and 40, Send Yearbook to your District Director and to GCSC President, David Stoudenmire, president@gardenclubofsc.org David Stoudenmire, 3914 Bryant Street, Loris, SC 29569 
OCTOBER 1:        
· District Directors, Send 1st Place Yearbook Winners  (in each category) to  Sandie Duerksen, 
           Awards Chairman.
NOVEMBER 15:  
· Award 38,  Youth Award High School Essay Contest  
            Entries to High School Essay Chairman, Jacqueline Weinzierl, 8741 East Fairway Woods Circle, N  Charleston, SC 29420 tomandjacqueline@msn.com                     
     
DECEMBER 10:	
· Award 23, Landscape Design Awards to LDC President, Karen Prewitte kpadgett4c@gmail.com.
· Award 29, Publicity Press Books and all other GCSC Awards to GCSC State Awards chairman, Sandie Duerksen
· Awards 31 and 32, NGC FSAA/SSFS (Flower Show) Awards to Chairman Linda Howle, howlelinda@yahoo.com
· Awards 33-36 NAJCSC Awards to NAJCSC President, Linda Howle, 305 Cashua Street,, ., Darlington, SC  29532, howlelinda@yahoo.com
· Youth Awards 37. A-D to District Directors.
· SAR Special Project & NGC Plant America Applications to State Awards Chairman, Sandie Duerksen
FEBRUARY 1:	 
· President’s Report-Club and Council,   to GCSC President, David Stoudenmire, president@gardenclubofsc.org, 3914 Bryant St. Loris, SC 29569 and your District Director.
· GCSC Scholarship Applications to Chairman Sandra Barker, sandrabarker13@yahoo.com
MARCH 1: 		
· Award 25 Juried Art/Photo Digital Submissions to Sherri Bardsley, firequeensherri@aol.com by March 1. 


DEADLINE FOR ALL OTHER AWARDS: DECEMBER 10
(Scales of Points for Judging All Awards, Pages 8-13))

You may begin sending award applications September 1, to State Awards Chairman.

Send ALL applications in WORD document.
PLEASE REFER TO GCSC WEBSITE FOR UPDATES






GCSC SERVICE & RECOGNITION AWARDS
1. Presidential Service Citation 
To an individual for outstanding contributions to the GCSC organization. No application required.  Awarded by GCSC President. 

2. The Garden Club of South Carolina Special Award 
The highest award given to an individual for meritorious accomplishments, which exemplifies GCSC objectives. Certificate awarded. 

3. State Certificate of Merit 
To the club that has demonstrated GCSC objectives by contributing service of unusual merit to the community in which it is located. Service examples include birds; bees; butterfly gardens; historic preservation projects; conservation of our natural resources of air, water, forests, land, and wildlife; native plant projects; plant-specific projects, and other projects directly related to GCSC objectives. Provide complete documentation, detailing all phases of project. Certificate awarded. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25.

4. Sarah Porter Smith Boylston Memorial Garden Award 
Given in honor of Sarah Porter Smith Boylston for her gift of the Memorial Garden. Project must describe Memorial Garden support through contributions and/or fund-raising projects. Certificate awarded. 

NON-COMPETITIVE AWARDS
No Application necessary, determined by information from GCSC Computer Data Certificates.
5. National Life Membership 
To the club that lists, on April 1, the highest percentage of new National Life Members. 
6. State Life Membership Award 
To the club that lists, on April 1, the highest percentage of new State Life Members. 
7. Membership Award 
To the club with the largest increase in membership from January 1- December 31. This figure is derived by computing the difference between members gained and lost in the calendar year from information from the Club President’s Report.
8. GCSC Garden Heroes 
The Honoree receives a mailed certificate and is featured on the GCSC website and in The SC Gardener magazine. Minimum Donation of $100.00. See GCSC website for full details and application. Chair, Gina Ginther, theginthers@comporium.net

COMPETITIVE AWARDS: 
First year of term: January-December 2023, Second year of term: January-December 2024
9.  Pollinator Award
[bookmark: _Hlk72918505][bookmark: _Hlk72921476]For the most exceptional project conserving and protecting pollinators by creating or maintaining pollinator habitats, pollinator sanctuaries and/or planting pollinator-friendly gardens.  Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25.  (NGC EC1, SAR 3)

10.  Legacy Gardening Award 
 For the most outstanding community project planned to feature past, present, and future garden design
Sponsored by the President’s Project 2023-2025  Each Membership Category 1st Place 
winner receives $25.

11. Claudia Wright Lea Phelps Award
Given in honor of Claudia Wright Lea Phelps, Founder and First President of GCSC, for the most outstanding project involving members of the community; project must demonstrate GCSC and NGC objectives. Commercial projects are not eligible for this GCSC Award, but may be eligible for NGC Award. (NGC L4). Copy of landscape plan should be included. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25. (NGC CE-2; SAR 4) 

12. Arbor Day Celebration Award 
[bookmark: _Hlk72921269]To a club with the most outstanding tree planting activity and/or promotion of Conservation of Native Trees and/or Arbor Day Activities. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25.  (SAR -1)




13. Blue Star Byway/Memorial Marker Award *
To a club or group of clubs for the beautification and maintenance of a Blue Star Byway/Memorial Marker/s*. The project may be a replacement of a destroyed or long neglected marker. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25.  (NGC CE7, SAR-14)* see Blue Star Marker Grant application on GCSC website.

14. Holiday Beautification Project of an Historic or Public Building Award 
For the most outstanding holiday beautification project of historic or public building. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25. (NGC CE5)

15. Civic Achievement Award (NGC CE2; SAR 4)
 For the most distinguished civic or conservation project making permanent improvement, and/or working with civic and other groups, making permanent improvement for public benefit: e.g. establishing sanctuaries, children’s gardens, municipal gardens, etc.  No commercial projects are eligible. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25 Each category 1st Place winner receives $25.

16. Club Public Program Award: 
For a garden club which presents the most outstanding program to  the public and most outstanding effort to increase public visibility representing GCSC. and NGC objectives. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25. (NGC G4)
          
17.  Therapeutic Garden Award
For the club which uses gardening projects as therapy to benefit the physically or learning challenged residents in nursing homes, schools, prisons, low-income housing, cancer centers, etc.  Evidence must show recipients involved in the garden or project. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25 (NGC G-3 SAR 6,7)

18.  Conservation of Natural Resources Award 
For the most comprehensive project displaying conservation and protection of our natural 
resources. Each Membership Category 1st Place winner receives $25. (NGC EC1  SAR 15)

19.  Lucy B. Pomeroy Historic Preservation Award 
[bookmark: _Hlk72922618]For the completion of an historic preservation project such as restoration of a park, building, public garden, cemetery, or historical marker of importance to local, state, or national heritage. Include before and after pictures of the restoration. Each Membership Category 1st Place Winner receives $25.   (NGC CE2, SAR 8)

20.  National Garden Week Activities Award 
For the club, group of clubs, or council for the best overall promotion of  National Garden Week.  The entry to show community awareness throughout the entire week and include local and/or state proclamations demonstrating  GCSC goals and objectives. Each Membership Category 1st Place Winner receives $25. (NGC MAE5, SAR 10)

21.  Backyard Wildlife Habitats Award
To a club who has the most National Wildlife Federation (NWF) certified backyard
[bookmark: _Hlk72922126]habitats for pollinators and other wildlife. This can include club members’ yards,  as well as yards in the garden club’s community, which the club has actively worked to include. Each Membership Category 1st Place Winner Receives $25. Each category winner receives $25.

22. Wildlife Gardening Award
To the garden club with the most notable project or projects educating the public on the benefits of gardening for wildlife. Each Membership category 1st place winner receives $25.  (NGC G4)

23.  Landscape Design Consultants Award 
The following awards are to be given annually. Applications must be submitted by December 15 to the Landscape Design Consultants Council President: Karen Prewitt, 33
Hasell Street, Charleston, SC 29401 and a written report must accompany each entry. Funded by LDC. (NGC L5,L6,  SAR 12)
i.       $50 to a federated garden club for a small, landscaped area not to exceed 12ft x 12ft
ii.      $50 to a federated garden club for a large, landscaped area exceeding 12ft x 12ft
iii.    $50 to a federated council or group of federated clubs that sponsor a
         landscaped area, other than public 




24.  Plant It Pink 
[bookmark: _Hlk72925881]This award will be given to the club for the most outstanding and innovative NEW project by a club or council emphasizing the use of pink cultivars (flowers, fruits, or foliage) to promote breast cancer awareness. Each Membership Category 1st Place Winner Receives $25.  (SAR 13) 

25. Juried Art/Photography 
Theme: “Let’s Grow, South Carolina!”
See application and information on GCSC Website. Award of $200.
Digital Photos only to Sherri Bardsley, firequeensherri@aol.com by March 1.

26.  Club Sponsored Youth Conservation and Natural Resources Award
To a federated club which sponsored a youth garden club that has completed the most outstanding work in conservation in the field of environmental concerns: e.g. horticulture, landscaping, restoration, conservation, and natural resources. Winner receives $25. [NGC YW9 , YW8, YW4- SAR Y 1]

27 . “Growing Youth” Gardeners Club Award
To the federated club which recruits and sponsors a NEW youth garden club with the largest number of members will be recognized at the SC Convention in 2022 and 2023.  Award rules on the GCSC website.  This Youth Club must be registered and complete the tasks of Youth Garden Club.  The award requirement stipulates at least one student enters for competition in Youth Symposium Awards. Winner receives a certificate and $50.    (NGC YR-1)
PUBLICITY & PROMOTION AWARDS
28.  Publication Award 
For an outstanding publication: newsletter, brochure; calendar; cookbook; history; manual by a club. Electronic submissions permitted. Each Membership Category 1st Place Winner Receives $25.   (NGC MAE4 ,SAR 18)

29. Publicity Press Book Award (Scale of Points, page 9)
Certificate may be awarded to a winning Book of Evidence exhibiting quality, quantity, and diversity of coverage in the print media promoting garden clubs and NGC Objectives. Deadline: December 10, to State Awards Chairman, Sandie Duerksen 

Complete an Application Form. Instead of answering the questions,
                                           PREPARE a BOOK of EVIDENCE 
1. Label on outside cover: number and name of award, name of club, city, and state. 
2. Submit in folder; 8 1⁄2 x 11 or 9 x 12. No heavy scrapbooks or oversized portfolios. 
There is no limit on the number of pages. Plastic page protectors may be used.
3. Material must consist of any of the following: Newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or flyers for one-time event, or any printed clippings (Ex: Your state official publication) with the name and date of publications over each article. Clear photocopies are permitted; reduced photocopies of large or lengthy article are permitted. Downloading of published newspaper articles from the Internet is permitted. Judges take into consideration the difficulty in securing newspaper publicity. 
4. No page numbering or Table of Contents needed. Affix contents in chronological order January 1 through December 31. 
5. Clippings evenly cut. No loose clippings permitted.
6. Each published item must contain the name of organization and/or individual/s identified as a member of the organization. Underline first use of name of organization and/or member in each article.
7. Articles should include who, what, when, where, etc. where applicable; publicity should relate. 

30.  Social Media/Website Award (Scale of Points, page 9)
For the most outstanding website or social media page promoting  GCSC/NGC objectives.  Please provide website address, site manager, update schedule and cost. Judging will include ease of navigation from the actual site .Note:  There ae 4 catagories.to.choose from the following for your application …..30.A Website designed and managed by club members  30B Social media page designed and managed by club members 30C Website professionally designed  30D Social media page professionally designed….Each Membership Category 1st Place Winner $25.  (NGC MAE2)

STANDARD FLOWER SHOW AWARDS
All Awards in this section will be funded and judged by The Nationally Accredited Judge’s Club of South Carolina Awards Year: January 1- December 31
Deadline: December 10  

*Awards 31 and 32 are GCSC Awards
*Awards 33, 34, 35,  and 36  are NAJCSC Awards
Year: January 1- December 31; Deadline to Chairman: December 10
AWARDS 31. & 32. Any Flower Show Schedule considered for this award must have prior approval by the NAJCSC Flower Show Awards/Schedules Chairman as having met the criteria for an NGC Flower Show as set forth in the 2017 NGC Handbook. 
Send all applications to: Chairman Linda Howle, 305 Cashua Street, Darlington, SC 29532 
(Scale of Points for all FS Awards can be found in the FS Handbook, 2017 Edition)

FOR AWARDS 31 & 32 are GCSC Awards. Send all applications to: FS Chairman Linda Howle,  305 Cashua Street, Darlington,  SC 29532 howlelinda@yahoo.com

31.  Standard Flower Show Achievement Award
Certificate Award for the following NGC Flower Show Achievement Awards: 5, 17, 18, 21, 22, 25, 30, 34, 35, 47, 57 (See NGC website, www.gardenclub.org for a complete description of criteria, application categories and any restrictions.)

32.  Small Standard Flower Show Award
Certificate to the club with 25 or fewer members having a Small Standard Flower Show. One award per calendar year, must include schedule and photos.

AWARDS 33, 34, 35, and 36,  send applications to Nationally Accredited Judge’s Club of SC President: Linda Howle, 305 Cashua Street, Darlington, SC 29532., Saluda, NC  28773, 
howlelinda@yahoo.com
All Awards in this section will be funded and judged by The Nationally Accredited
Judge’s Club of South Carolina Awards Year: January 1- December, Deadline: December 10

33.  Educational Exhibit Award 
To a club member for an Educational Exhibit entered in a Small Standard or Standard Flower Show- Winner receives Nationally Accredited Judges Club of SC Certificate. 

34.  Standard Flower Show Schedule Award 
i.       Club $25
ii.      Group of clubs or Council $25 

35.  SC Judges Club Ribbon Awards for CLUBS
Photocopies of signed and dated ribbons must accompany application. This includes more than one show as listed in the current NGC Handbook for Flower Show Judge’s. Winner based on a percentage of club members. Winners receive $25. 
i.       To the club whose collective members received the greatest number of  blue ribbons in the Design Division of Standard Flower
ii.      To the club receiving the greatest number of blue ribbons in the 
          Horticulture Division of Standard Flower Shows. 

36.  SC Judges Club Ribbon Awards for INDIVIDUALS
Photocopies of signed and dated ribbons won in a one award-year period and must 
accompany application. Not offered to the same individual two consecutive years. Certificate awarded. 
i.        To the individual member winning the greatest number of blue ribbons for 
          the GREATEST VARIETY of designs in the Design Division of Standard 
          Flower Shows. 
ii.       To the individual member winning the highest number of blue ribbons for 
          the GREATEST VARIETY of Horticulture in the Horticulture Division of 
          Standard Flower Shows. 

YOUTH AWARDS: Schedule of Awards/Deadlines 

Awards 37 A-D, Send Youth Contest Awards to District Directors by December 10. 
District Directors send 1st Place Contest Winners in each category to Youth Awards Chairman, Kathy Griffin, cgbeach@yahoo.com, by January 15. All entries must be sponsored by a Federated Garden Club. All First -Place winners receive a $20 gift card and are invited to attend the Youth Awards Celebration at Riverbanks Botanical Zoo. 

37 A. Litter Control Award 
Gift card $20 to the youth with the most successful and effective litter/environment/campaign.

37 B.  GCSC Poetry Contest 
Gift card $20 will be awarded to the first-place winners in grades K-9. Submit entries on 8.5 x 11 paper, place title, contact and sponsoring Garden Club information on back. (SAR Y 4)
2022-2023 "Seeds, Trees, and Bees.. Oh My Celebrating the Diversity of Nature"    
         
37 C. GCSC Poster Contest: 
Gift Card $20 to each first-place winner in each eligible grade 1-5
 1. SMOKEY THE BEAR,  must feature Smokey and include Smokey’s fire 
            prevention message. “Only You Can Prevent Wildfires!” and/or
2. WOODSY OWL,  must feature Woodsy Owl and include Woodsy Owl’s 
conservation message: “Lend a Hand, Care for the Land” 

37 D. Recyclable Sculpture Contest 
Gift card $20 will be awarded to the first-place winners in grades 4–8. Submit photos of entries with title of project, contact, and sponsoring Garden Club information on back by December 15 to your District Director. Use recycled or reused materials to create the sculpture. (SAR Y 5)

38. High School Essay Contest 
Applicants in the 9th -12th grade, sponsored by a Federated Garden Club or Council, submit a 600 – 700 word essay by November 15 to Jacqueline Weinzierl, 8741 E Fairway Circle, , N Charleston, SC 29420, tomandjacqueline@msn.com. Winner is eligible for SAR and NGC contests. First-place winner receives $250.  (SAR Y3)
2021-2022 Theme: “Adapting Our Actions to Protect our Natural Habitats”
Criteria and more information can be found at www.gardenclubofsc.org

39. Club Yearbook Award (Scale of Points pages, 11 - 13)
Yearbook deadline: September 1, mail to District Director and GCSC President, David Stoudenmire, president@gardenclubofsc.org
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Honorable Mention certificates will be awarded if merited, in each of the following 
membership categories based on number of members paying GCSC dues.
1. Club (under 20 members), 2. Club (20-29), 3. Club (30-44) 4.  Club (45-69),  5. Club (70-99),                    6. Club (100-299), 7. Club ( 300+)

40. Council Yearbook Award (Scale of Points, page 10-11)
Yearbook deadline: September 1, Yearbooks must be sent to District Director and GCSC President David Stoudenmire, presiden@gardenclubofsc.org. 

41. Special Achievement 
For a special civic or club project demonstrating GCSC and NGC objectives and not included in any other GCSC award category. Each Membership Category 1st Place Winner Receives $25.  
(NGC CR2, SAR 19 ).




SCALE OF POINTS: ALL AWARDS Judged by the Following Scale of Points:
(EXCEPTIONS: Yearbook, Publications, Publicity, Press Book, Website, and Flower Show Achievement, which have their own Scale of Points.)
Presentation: Neat, concise, includes all required information on the Application Form  (3 sheets allowed) or the Book of Evidence, if required.				                     15 pts.

Achievement:	Scope of project, need and fulfillment, benefits, accomplishment, comprehensiveness of work, activities to attain goals, evaluation of goals reached, educational, prior planning, very brief history if continuing roject, financial report, other.        						           65 pts.						                                                                                                       
Participation: Size of club; involvement of members, community, government agencies,
professionals, youth, residents in facilities, others. Not all of these need to be involved.	           15 pts.                             								                                                                                  
Record or Documentation: Supporting data (as applicable), clear, well-labeled and neatly attached, before and after photographs if applicable, landscape plan (does not have to be professionally drawn), financial report, letters of appreciation, community awards, newspaper/magazine articles (if possible), radio or TV script (if possible), etc. Photocopies are permitted.		                                  		          15 pts.	                                                                                                                                  			
           Total 100 pts.

Publicity Press Book Scale of Points, Award 29
NOTE: SAR states that a pressbook will be returned if you send a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your entry to State Chairman. 
Presentation: Criteria: Entries must be submitted in a folder with holes to	
firmly hold the pages (theme-style binder or file folder). No heavy scrapbooks or
ones larger than  8 ½ x11 or 9x12 will be judged.
Cover must have an affixed label stating the category(small, medium, large), name of
 garden club, city, state, region, and name of person submitting.                                    	                         30 pts.                                                                                                                                             
Quality:			
1.Materials must consist of only actual published articles with newspaper,
newsletter, etc. “clipping” with name and date over each article.  No decorative 
embellishments will affect judging. Affix contents in chronological order Jan1-Dec 31.
Pages must be numbered, and an index is required.  Pressbooks will be returned if a  
stamped, self-addressed envelope is included with entry.                                                              
2.Each published item must contain the name of the club, district, council and/or individual
 identified as a federated garden club member. Underline the first use of the of the club’s
 name, district, council/individual, in the article.                                                    		                             35 pts.                                                         
Quantity:   Number of pages is unlimited. articles for each month (take in
 consideration dark months) use of varied publications and media.				                                 20 pts.
Diversity of Coverage: local, council, district, state, national, other. 			                                   15 pts.
			       	                           Total 100 pts.









Social Media/Website Scale of Points, Award 30
	
Presentation: Design/Appearance: attractive, engaging, easy to view, layout   	                     25 pts.
Navigation: Ease of navigation, navigation system, bar, map, logical flow of 
pages, clear, page headers, links active 					 	                                 35 pts.
Achievement: Club/group information present/easy to find, educational  		                     20 pts.
Promotion: Promotes GCSC and NGC objectives				                                 10 pts.
Maintenance: Does it appear to be updated?					                                 10 pts. 
									                                              Total 100 pts.

NEW *Special Yearbook Requirements for 501(c)3 Clubs and Councils 
In addition to the standard yearbook requirements, 501(c)3 Clubs and Councils must include the following items. These are not part of your Yearbook Judging but are submitted to the 501(c)3 Compliance Officer to prove annual Club/Council compliance with GCSC’s Group Exemption Letter requirements: 
1.  GCSC Group Exemption Letter 5876 – This is the IRS # given to GCSC that enables GCSC to award 501(c)3 subordinate status to your club or council. 
1.  Club/Council EIN # - This is your IRS registration number attached to all Club/Council banking and used to file annual 990 tax forms and provide donation receipts to donors. 
1.  Constitution, Bylaws and Policies* – These must be made available to all members and to the public upon request. If not printed in the yearbook, please note in the yearbook where they be found. For example: For organizational documents, go to www.YOURCLUBWEBSITE.com/bylaws 
1.  Proposed Budget and Annual Financial Reports – It is always good practice to publish your proposed budget and your end of year profit/loss statement in your yearbook. For 501(3)c Clubs and Councils, it is required. 
1.  Programs and Projects – These MUST benefit the community at large in greater percentage than the membership. The majority of meetings, other than business meetings, must be open to the public or clubs must host regular public events and programs that benefit the greater good. 
*Many clubs keep all of these documents in a permanent file that is only printed for members when updated. This saves printing costs and paper. 











Council/Groups of Clubs Yearbook Scale of Points, Award 40
FORMAT – 15 POINTS (A through E = 15 points total)
A .BOOK STRUCTURE:	………        3pts/ ___
0. Practical, convenient size for club membership, durable neat.
May be stapled, spiral or 3-ring binder (no clip-binders). If a 3-ring binder is used, substitute with paper cover and include required information listed above and so note.
0. Ample margins, and font size readable for membership. 
B. FRONT COVER	……….        3pts/_____
0. Name of Club, your federated club number in state, town, GCSC as state organization and
      federated state number (# 5129), year federated, year.
0. Appealing design.
C. TITLE PAGE	………        2pts/_____
0. Name of group ,include your federated GCSC state club number.
0. Town, state organization (i.e.: name of your town).
0. Year
0. Number of  clubs involved,
0. Affiliated organizations including NGC (district, state, region, NGC, other). Include name of NGC President, Regional Director, State President with each affiliation.
D. TABLE OF CONTENT: …………………………………………………………………………………..……….…       2pts/_____
Number the yearbook pages and list topics with respective  page number. 
E .SUBSEQUENT PAGES: In any order most useful to members and best fit for page placement.
F. Organizational Information…………………………………………………………………..………………       10 pts/_____
  List organizational officers and committee chairmen. Include mailing address telephone numbers, e-mail        address and club affiliation for each. Include mailing addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail addresses and club affiliation for each.
G. Calendar of Events………………………………………………………………………………………………..       10 pts/_____
List meeting dates for your organization, including date, time and place of meeting as well. as schools, symposiums, and special events. This will help avoid conflicting dates. 
H. Bylaws, policies, and objectives:	
Bylaws are not required unless the group is a 501c3.  A Dissolution Clause is required 
in all. Bylaws.                                                                                                                         10 Pts._____                                                                     
I. Programs ………………………………………………………………….............          20 pts._____
List meeting topics, include dates, time, and place(address). Give name of speaker. Indicate if program is a presentation, tour, workshop, sharing activity, etc.
J. Projects……………………………………………………………………..............        20 pts._____
1. List projects as continuing or new, including the name of chairman and website, region website and NGC website.
location/description of project; state if project is fundraiser
K. Member Club Identification……………………………………………………          20 pts/_____
List of member clubs, including club presidents, names and meeting dates; list total number of    dues   paying members.	

  Total Possible Points 100/ Actual Score/_____



Club Yearbook Scale of Points, Award 39
FORMAT – 15 POINTS (A through E = 15 points total)
A…BOOK STRUCTURE:	                                                                                                                            2 pts/ ___
0. Practical, convenient size for club membership, durable neat.
May be stapled, spiral or 3-ring binder (no clip-binders). If a 3-ring binder is used, substitute with paper cover and include required information listed above and so note.
0. Ample margins, and font size readable for membership. 
FRONT COVER	……………2 pts/_____
0. Name of Club, your federated club number in state, town, GCSC as state organization and
      federated state number (# 5129), year federated, year.
0. Appealing design.
TITLE PAGE:……………………………………………..	…………… 2 pts/ _____
0. Name of club include your federated GCSC state club number.
0. Town, state organization (i.e.: name of your town).
0. Year
0. Number of dues paying members (if club pays for membership of associate, inactive or honorary 
members, they are counted in total membership).
0. Affiliated organizations (district, state, region, NGC, other).
1. TABLE OF CONTENTS:	1 pt./ _____
1. Number the yearbook pages and list titles on Table of Contents page. 
1. SUBSEQUENT PAGES: In any order most useful to members and best fit for page placement. 
Information in a club yearbook should be in a logical order. 
National and state information does not have to be in front. 
List of Club Officers and Committee Chairmen 	2 pts/ ____
Membership Roster:	 2 pts/ ____
Complete mailing addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mails (if applicable).  Do not crowd the listing. 
You may inset the following to save space: 
“All area codes are ______ and postal zip codes are______ unless otherwise noted”
Name of NGC President with state of residence, theme, and projects:	 1 pt./ _____
 (Locate this information at www.gardenclub.org)
Name, address, phone number, and e-mail address of State President, SAR Regional Director, 
State District Director, Council President (if applicable)	 1 pt./ _____
List themes for State President and Regional Director (GCSC website www.gardenclubofsc.org and 
SAR website www.southatlanticregionofgardenclubs.org).
Calendar of Events:	 2 pts/ _____
List dates and locations for district/state/region/national meetings and events to encourage members to attend and eliminate setting of conflict dates.

F. PROGRAMS – 50 POINTS
Topics should cover a variety of GCSC/ NGC Goals & Objectives such as Birds, Blue Star Memorials, Butterflies, Floral Design, Conservation and Environment, Therapy, NGC and State Presidents Projects. (Indicate if special interest club such as: Design only, Horticulture only, etc.).
Meets Minimum number of meetings required by state (seven) 	3 pts/ _____

List date and time of meetings, location, and address	 3 pts/ _____

List speakers, qualifications (brief), program title 	 4 pts/ _____

Variety of program topics (theme not required)	14 pts/ _____

Variety of styles of programs (lectures, PPT, tours)	12 pts/ _____

Variety of speakers (specialists, members, panel, etc.)	14 pts/ _____
G. PROJECTS – 35 POINTS
Involves actual membership participation to benefit the community and further NGC Goals and Objectives.  Some fundraisers may help benefit & beautify the community as well as produce revenue for  the clubs and some help promote NGC Member Services as well as publicize our organization and goals. Certain social activities may lead to membership increase. State each in description.
List of continuing and new projects	 15 pts/ _____
A club is not required to have new projects. 

Give a brief description of projects	20 pts/ _____
Include location, name of chairman, how members participate. list of donations (if applicable), in-kind 
donations (if applicable), plans for maintenance if applies.

Example: Establish a Teaching Garden at Adkins Elementary School-after school program with planned 
curriculum, 4 days a week from 3:30-5:45pm. Laurie Benson, Chairman.

OPTIONAL (no points given)
To fill extra space you can include bylaws, budget, fundraising, roll call, and/or former presidents. 
Reminder: All Bylaws are required to have a Dissolution Statement.* please see following page
CLUB THEME
If a club theme is used, it should be evident throughout the book. Themes may be interpreted 
with monthly program topics and/or titles/graphics/quotes. Projects do not need to be limited to theme. 

Total Possible Points 100 pts/Actual Score _____
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					2023-2025 GCSC AWARD APPLICATION
GCSC Award #:____   Award Title:________________________________Date Submitted:__________
 
Applicant Club or Individual name:________________________________________________________
If individual award, also enter person’s name as it should appear on the award. 

Number of Members in Club/Council:___________ Your club number in the State:_________________	

Contact name, address, email and phone number:_____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________


Name of State Garden Club: The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc., # in State Club-5129
State Awards Chairman, Address, Phone, Email: Sandie Duerksen, 165 Double Eagle Court,  Aiken, SC 29803 803-645-2871 © sandieduerksen@gmail.com

Instructions:     Answer questions #1-6.     Delete these instructions from your application
· Application form is limited to the fronts only of no more than three pages
Do not put photos on page 1.  You do not have to use all three pages.  No report covers, binders or plastic sheets allowed.  

For electronic submission, fill in this form, save it and then attach to an email. 

· Application will not be returned:  Print a finished copy for your files.
               [exceptions: publications, books, cookbooks, etc. &  DVD/CD’s] 

Absolute Deadline: December 10, 2024.   GCSC Awards Chair must forward entries to NGC by Jan. 15 
and to SAR Regional Director to be received by January 25. 

Your application will be judged on your answers to the below required criteria. You must answer all.
Use this application form as your first page.  Complete each topic using the below numbering system.
1. New Project:  Yes_____ No_____ Beginning date:                      Completion date: 
2. Provide a brief summary of your project and your objectives.
3. Describe the involvement of both your club members and other organizations, groups, etc.
4. How was your project funded and what were your expenses?
5. Describe your club’s continuing involvement in the project, or follow up work, on-going maintenance.
6. Attach documentation, digital photos, or copies of letters of appreciation, newspaper or magazine articles    
    and/or landscape plan or drawings  [does not need to be professionally drawn]


            2022-23 GCSC AWARD APPLICATION (SAMPLE)
GCSC Award # 43    Award Title:  Special Achievement            Date Submitted: Dec 9, 2022 
Submitting club:  Gardening on the Cay 
Number of Members in Club:  43              Your club number in the State:     636EP  
Contact name, address, email and phone number:    Tara Ranson   818 Ryans Place Fort Mill, SC  29715     TDRanson@yahoo.com   803-487-3236 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
New Project:  Yes_____ No__X___ Beginning date:    2012          End date:  ongoing 
Brief summary and objective of projects: 
Gardening on the Cay works to combine our love for gardening and the objectives of GCSC with lots of “hands on” volunteer work to give back to our community. To that end, we partner with other non-profits and civic groups whenever possible to design club projects that best use the talents of our busy members since many in our club are still working. There are several projects (described below) that our club participates in that may not fit into an Award offered this term, so “Special Achievement” is the best category for some of our club’s strongest work.  
Gardening on the Cay supports the Fort Mill Care Center (FMCC) year-round through food bank donations, special projects and by maintaining their 120 ft stone flower bed. The Fort Mill Care Center is a non- profit organization that provides food assistance to families in the Fort Mill and Tega Cay communities.  At our monthly meetings, Gardening on the Cay collects items for the food pantry and makes monetary donations. In 2022 this committee led the club effort to donate a total of 527 pounds of food and $750 for the FMCC. That included hundreds of pounds of fresh vegetables we harvested from our own Tiny Sprouts Youth Garden Club raised beds late this summer. Our club participation is 100%! 
For a December project, Gardening on the Cay partnered with a group of volunteers from The Humane Society of York 
County on Nov 30 to fill 375 Christmas stockings and 75 gift coffee mugs for five local charities. This is our “PROJECT JOY”. All the stockings and items were donated by the two groups. Each stocking contained a book, an ornament, a toy, a stuffie, a knitted hat, some candy, and a candy cane. Twelve club members plus 7 other volunteers helped to fill the stockings and mugs. It took about 90 hours of work on this one Christmas project. These will be delivered in mid-December. The committee also maintains 150 ft stone garden planters and decorates the front of the Center seasonally 
Our involvement with Habitat for Humanity of York County continued this year with our signature project, “Habitat 
Porch Warmings” for the two new homes built in our county.  This is our 10th year partnering with Habitat, and over the years we have “warmed” and helped dedicate 24 porches. Gardening on the Cay purchased and placed two rocking chairs and pillows on each front porch, plus a seasonal wreath and planter were created by club members just for these homes. This project happens seamlessly because a committee of four purchases and stores the chairs each summer and delivers everything for the home dedications when they are scheduled later in the year. Ben Gair, Community Development Director for Habitat of York County, calls our club project “The Icing on the Cake!” and uses it for photo ops. 
 Involvement of club members and other organizations: 
Our commitment to the FMCC requires 100% participation from our club members. We harvested fresh vegetables all summer, donated canned goods at every meeting as well as worked on the 375 Christmas stockings and 75 mugs. Our partnership with Habitat for Humanity is ongoing and averages 2-3 homes per year. 
  Project expenses and means of funding: Canned goods and all the elements for the Stockings for FMCC are donated by club members. Additional plants and mulch needed for the stone planters are debited from the club treasury, and the committee budget for this is $100. For the Habitat for Humanity Porch Warmings, our club budgets the purchase of 4 rocking chairs, 2 pillows, 2 seasonal porch planters and we make front door wreaths. 
That committee budget is $300   Continuing involvement in the project, follow up, or maintenance: These projects are an ongoing JOY to participate in. They are year-round commitments, and both agencies count on our help. 
 


Photos attached: 
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 Habitat For Humanity “Porch Warming” Summer 2022.     Our “calling card” for each Habitat dedication 
  
                                                                         [image: ] 
 
The Fall dedication of one Habitat house with our” Porch Warming” serving as a backdrop. 
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Club members met Nov 30 to build 375 Christmas stockings for local charities. 
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(left) 375 Christmas stockings thrifted, filled, and packed by 12 club members - ready to be delivered in mid-December to various children’s charities.   
(right) 75 Christmas mugs for homeless and marginalized adults, filled with coffees, cocoas, teas, and candy. 
 
    [image: ]    [image: ] 
   
 
Year round, a small committee in our club maintains the 150 ft stone planter garden in front of the Fort Mill Care Center. The front bench is where the food bank clients wait to pick up their groceries. We decorate the bench seasonally to provide a cheery greeting. 
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  Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc  
                                               2024-2025 Scholarships
                                                           

The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. offers many scholarship opportunities for students throughout the state. The scholarships are open to high school seniors and any full-time student with a minimum of 12 graded hours of classes as an undergraduate and 9 graded hours of classes as a graduate student. Each applicant must be sponsored by a federated garden club, group of clubs or council. Additional requirements are listed inside the student packet. Please encourage students to read the qualifications and requirements carefully to ensure they submit complete applications. Applications are accepted via email only. 

As a federated garden club, YOUR GARDEN CLUB NAME HERE has created student information packets for the GCSC Scholarships, including a list of available scholarships, application forms, eligibility and requirements, and a checklist to assist them in completing the application. Included on the checklist is the contact information for our club president, who will provide a one-page letter of recommendation to submit with the student application. If students need assistance or have questions about the application process, please contact the Youth Awards Chair listed at the bottom of this letter. 

Digital copies of this paperwork can be found at The Garden Club of SC, Inc. website at this address: https://gardenclubofsc.org/Scholarships. The link is titled “Scholarship Information Kit” and will open a Word document with the necessary paperwork. 

SUBMIT COMPLETE APPLICATIONS VIA EMAIL ONLY TO:
GCSC Scholarship Chairman Sandra Barker
sandrabarker13@yahoo.com
BY FEBRUARY 1, 2025. NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

If you have any questions about this program or need additional paperwork, please contact the Youth Awards Chair at:       ENTER YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFO HERE
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA,  INC. 
  SCHOLARSHIPS



 HESSIE MORRAH HORTICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP
· An endowed $2000 award
· Offered  to all tech/junior/4 year undergraduates and graduate students enrolled in  accredited institutions .
· May apply as high school senior.
· Encourages the study of agriculture, agronomy, botany, city planningfloriculture, land managements, landscape architecture, plant pathology, historic preservation or related majors.
BABS BARNETTE ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOLARSHIP
· An endowed $500 award
· Offered to rising junior or senior undergraduatesand graduate students.
· May apply as college sophomore
· Encourages the study of environmental control issues and allied courses.
GCSC DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIPS
· A $500 award
· Offered to all tech/junior/4 year undergraduate and graduate students whose permanent address is located within one of seven GCSC Districts.
· May apply as a high school senior
· Granted only when specific funds are available.
GCSC PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP
· A $2000 award
· A special award to an outstanding applicant whose record celebrates  academic excellence while demonstrating maturity,focus, and a passion for obtaining their long term goal of scholarly achievement.
· Granted only when specific funds are available.  
PEARL FRYAR HORTICULTURAL SCHOLARSHIP
· A $1000 award
· GPA for this Award ONLY is a cumulative 2.5 on a 4.0 Scale
· Available to students pursuing horticulture degrees through SC high schools,         		  trade schools, community colleges, junior colleges,and universities. 
·  Granted only when specific funds are available.  
SAR SCHOLARSHIP
· A $2000 award granted to only 1 candidate that best meets SAR criteria.
· See www.southatlanticregiongardenclubs.org. for specific details.
NGC SCHOLARSHIP
· A $4000 award  granted by National Garden Club, Inc. .
·  See www.gardenclub..org Scholarship. 
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA,  INC.


APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY
Applicants must meet ALL of the following criteria:
· Must be a U S citizen and and meet requirements as a South Carolina  resident.
· International, foreign exchange, and doctoral program students are not eligible.
· Must be enrolled as a full time student with a minimum of 12 graded hours of classes as 
an undergraduate and 9 graded hours of classes as a graduate  student.
· Must have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. 
(Exception Pearl  Fryer Award GPA  is 2.5 on a 4 point scale}
SELECTION CRITERIA
· All applications received by GCSC Chairman will be judged by that chairman and a committee of  8  in order to choose the  winning applications.
· After judging is complete at the state level the SAR and NGC Scholarship Chairmen will receive their application by March 1 for judging. 
· The following Sample Scale of Points may be used for evaluation of each application.
		Academic Record 40%
		Applicant’s Essay 25%
		List of Honors/ Extracurricular Activities/ Work  13%
		Financial Need 15%
		Recommendations 5% 
		Conformance 2%
· GCSC will notify all applicants in writing of the committee’s decisions on or before March 15. Winners will be honored at the April GCSC State Meeting. 
· Applicants who continue to  maintain a 3.0 average are encouraged to apply next year.
DESCRIPTION OF FUNDS
· Checks for the winning applicants will be mailed in mid July to the 	
· Financial Aid Office of the institution at which the student is enrolloed. No funds will  be sent  directly to the student.
· All funds will be distributed by the Financial Aid Office according to the particular school’s term system, unless the student has only one term 	remaining  before completion of the program.
· In the event  a student withdraws or transfers  from their orignal school, the balance of the funds must be returned to GCSC.  No funds will be distributed to another university, until the balance remaining has been received .
APPLICATION DETAILS
· All fields must be completed…email deadline(see below) FEBRUARY 1
· Essay limit  is 1 page. Include applicant signature.
· List of activities is  1 page.  Includes only items for the last 3 years.
· Each of 3 letters of   recommendation is 1 page.
· Transcripts are sent directly  from school to scholarship chairman.
· All documents must be in a folder and  submitted  to GCSC Scholarship Chairman, 	
SUBMIT COMPLETE APPLICATIONS VIA EMAILTO GCSC SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN,   

         Sandra Barker  (910-641-7328)  sandrabarker13@yahoo.com    
    
 		POSTMARK DEADLINE DATE: February 1
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YOUR SCHOLARSHIP CHECKLIST…….
_______	Cover page
________	Completed GCSC application form ( all  questions answered)
________	Personal essay describing goals, background , reason for choosing 
                     stated field of study,financial concerns ,and interests. (1 page) 
                     (w/signature)
________ 	List of extracurricular  activities, honors, recognitions received with 
                    in the last 3 years. ( 1 page)
________	Completed official transcript mailed from school to chairman
________	Wallet size photo of applicant.

Inclusion of a photograph of the student is encouraged. Submission of an essay assumes permission to print the winning essay and permission to display a photograph of the student.

________	3  single page letters of recommendation from :
	1. Federated Garden Club President reference /Name & Address
	___Your Garden Club President, Email & Phone Number______________
	2. School official reference/ Name & Position
	________________________________________________________________
	3. Character Reference/Name & Relation to applicant
	________________________________________________________________
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 Your Scholarship Options Cover Page  2024-2025

Name________________________________________________________________
Please mark your choice/choices for scholarship consideration for school year of 
2024-2025. Deadline date for all GCSC and SAR applications is February 1
GCSC criteria and application  found at www.gardenclubofsc.org.
GCSC SCHOLARSHIPS
___________	Hessie  T. Morrah Horticulture Scholarship: $2000. 
___________	Babs Barnette Environmental Scholarship: $500

___________	GCSC District Scholarship: $500.
___________ 	GCSC Presidential  Scholarship: $2000

___________         Pearl Fryar Horticulture Scholarship: $1000

SAR SCHOLARSHIP
___________	Corrie Whitlock Memorial Scholarship: $1000
Only one applicant best meeting SAR criteria to be forwarded to South Atlantic Region competition. Must be a rising college junior, senior, grad student. Criteria and application found at www.southatlanticregiongardenclubs.org/ scholarship tab.
NGC SCHOLARSHIP
___________	National Garden Club Inc. Scholarship: $4000
Only one SC applicant best meeting criteria may be forwarded to National competition.  Must be a rising college Junior, Senior, or Grad student.  Deadline March 1, 2025. Criteria and application found at www.gardenclub.org/  Scholarship

IMPORTANT: All applications  must be submitted VIA EMAIL to  GCSC Scholarship Chairman:. 
Sandra Barker  sandrabarker13@yahoo.com  (910-641-7328)

  Deadline: February  1
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC. 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION


Full Name of Applicant:_________________________________________________

Date of Birth:___________________College ID#_________________________________________

Permanent Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________

Email Address:____________________________________________________________________

Applicant Phone Number:____________________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Name:_____________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:____________________________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian  Phone Number:_____________________________________________________

For academic year 2024-2025  applicant will be: (circle one)

Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior, Graduate Student

Tech/ College/ University ___________________________________________________________

Financial Aid Office & Address_______________________________________________________

Financial Aid Office Phone Number: __________________________________________________

Major:___________________________________________________________________________

Current HS/ College, if different from  one to be attended in 2024-2025

_____________________________Address:____________________________________________
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                                The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc.  
                                  2024-2025 High School Essay Contest
                                                               “IS RECYCLING PLASTICS THE ANSWER TO OUR 
                                                                                 PLASTIC DISPOSAL PROBLEM?”


The High School Essay Contest, also listed as GCSC Award #38, is open to any South Carolina High School Student (grades 9-12) sponsored by a federated garden club, group of clubs or council. For 2024-2025, the theme is “IS RECYCLING PLASTICS THE ANSWER TO OUR PLASTIC DISPOSAL PROBLEM?” The student will have to be creative as the theme should be incorporated in the title, but not used as the title. All entries become the property of the GCSC, Inc., and a certificate and the new cash award of $500.00 will be presented to the winner of the GCSC High School Essay Contest at the annual meeting in 2025. This year’s winning GCSC essay will also be forwarded to the South Atlantic Region (SAR) of the National Garden Club. 

As a federated garden club, YOUR GARDEN CLUB NAME HERE has created information packets about the HS Essay Contest, including entry forms, rules, and a publication permission form. Documents with an asterisk (*) must be returned with the completed contest entry. An entry without a Publication Permission Form will not be judged. Also, it is important to follow the attached instructions regarding the student’s information and to include the name of the sponsoring garden club, which is: (____________________________________)

High School Essay Contest – (grades 9-12)
· High School Essay Information Flyer (for display)
· Essay Contest Rules 
· Essay Contest Information and Signature Page *
· Publication Release Form *

DEADLINE: ALL ENTRIES MUST BE MAILED OR EMAILED TO THE GCSC HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CHAIRMAN BY NOVEMBER 15, 2024.

               High School Essay Chair: JACQUELINE WEINZIERL
                                 8741 EAST FAIRWAY WOODS CIRCLE
                                 CHARLESTON, SC 29420 
                                 tomandjacqueline@msn.com

If you have any questions about this program or need additional paperwork, please contact:       ENTER YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFO HERE
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ESSAY CONTEST RULES

The length of the essay must be between 600-700 words. All entries must be typed or computer-generated with the current theme, “IS RECYCLING PLASTICS THE ANSWER TO OUR PLASTIC DISPOSAL PROBLEM?” Again, the theme cannot be used as the title. Essays must be typed in Microsoft Word, using font no smaller than 11 point. Essays must be in a format suitable for printing in The South Carolina Gardener. Include a page listing the name, address, phone number, email address, school attending, grade level, and a list of activities. The submission must include the name of the sponsoring federated club(s) or council. Essayist’s family does not have to be a member of the local sponsoring garden club. Inclusion of a photograph is optional. The photo must not show faces of anyone included, and the essayist must attest they have the rights to the photo (or that the photo is free and open source.) For further information and judging criteria, please refer to the GCSC website. Essays must be the original created work of the participant student. The GCSC is not responsible for the content of essay material. Essays found to contain AI (Artificial Intelligence) will be disqualified. You may use these formats: APA or MLA. You may cite sources at the end of the essay.
SCALE OF POINTS
20%--Originality
20%--Central idea of essay is clear and addresses the theme question.
20%--Organization of ideas uses a logical structure, clear paragraphs, and appropriate           transitions.
20%--Vocabulary, grammar and mechanics effectively communicate meaning. 
10%--Creative title.
10%--Conformance to length. 
Include student name, address, phone number, email, school attending, grade level, list of activities of student, name of sponsoring garden club(s); photo optional.

DEADLINE: ALL ENTRIES MUST BE MAILED OR EMAILED TO THE GCSC HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CHAIRMAN BY NOVEMBER 15, 2024.
JACQUELINE WEINZIERL
8741 EAST FAIRWAY WOODS CIRCLE
CHARLESTON, SC 29420 tomandjacqueline@msn.com

The State winning essay will be sent to their Region Contest by 2/1/2025. 

The Region winner will be sent to the National Contest by 3/1/2025.

National winning essays are announced in May 2025, and published online in a free digital essay booklet.






THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA
2024-2025 HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST
“IS RECYCLING PLASTICS THE ANSWER TO OUR PLASTIC DISPOSAL PROBLEM?”
INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE PAGE
	
PLEASE FILL IN THE INFORMATION BELOW AND SUBMIT WITH ESSAY:

NAME:___________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS:_________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER:___________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS OF STUDENT:_________________________________
HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDING:____________________________________
HIGH SCHOOL’S MAILING ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER:____________
__________________________________________________________
CURRENT GRADE:____________________________________________
LIST OF ACTIVITIES IN WHICH YOU PARTICIPATE:___________________






NAME OF SPONSORING FEDERATED GARDEN CLUB, COUNCIL, DISTRICT, OR STATE (GCSC):____Your Garden Club Name, West Low Country District___
INCLUDE A PHOTO OF YOURSELF, BUT IT IS NOT MANDATORY

THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC. IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT OF ESSAY MATERIAL. BELOW, PLEASE SIGN ACKNOWLEDGING YOU HAVE READ AND WILL ABIDE BY THE RULES OF THE ESSAY CONTEST AND THAT THE ESSAY YOU ARE SUBMITTING IS YOUR ORIGINAL WORK AND IS NOT THE PRODUCT OF AI (ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE).

_____________________________            _______________________________
PRINT NAME OF STUDENT                                  SIGNATURE OF STUDENT 
                   
                                            DATE:    ______________
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Garden Club of South Carolina 
    								Youth Contests

GCSC partners with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and the National Garden Clubs, Inc.  to sponsor three youth contests each fall. The Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest, Youth Poetry Contest, and Youth Sculpture Contest are several ways children can embrace their creativity while learning ways to keep our planet green and care for the environment. 
	Our garden club has created information packets about each of the contests, including entry forms, rules, and a publication permission form. Below is a list of the documents for each contest. Documents with an asterisk (*) must be returned with the completed contest entry. An entry without a Publication Permission Form will not be judged. 
1) Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest – (grades 1-5)
· Poster Contest Information
· Poster Contest Announcement
· Poster Contest Rules
· Poster Sticker *
· Publication Release Form *

2) Youth Poetry Contest – (grades K-9)
· Poetry Information
· Poetry Entry Form *
· Publication Release Form *

3) Youth Sculpture Contest – (grades 4-8)
· Sculpture Information and Rules
· Sculpture Entry Form *
· Publication Permission Form * 
Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl must be presented in their correct colors. Please refer to this website to show an example of the correct colors for each icon. https://gardenclub.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/smokey-woodsy-certificate.pdf
	Please contact me when your entries are ready to be collected. All contest entries and paperwork will be picked up by Dec. 1, 2024.
	Thank you for participating in these GCSC contests. We hope this information is helpful. For additional information, please contact: 
(ENTER YOUR GARDEN CLUB YOUTH CHAIR CONTACT INFO HERE)
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GCSC GARDEN POETRY CONTEST
 2024-2025 Theme
"My Garden has Vegetables to Spare That I Can Share- - Helping Fight Hunger by Sharing Vegetables from Our Garden "
Excite and encourage our Youth to express and explore their creative thoughts through different types of poetry. NGC's Poetry Contest enables our Youth to embrace their creativity through the art of writing. Be imaginative and join the winners to see your poetry in a booklet.

Only regional winners are considered in the judging for national winners. Contest winners will not be allowed to win two consecutive years. All winning entries will be compiled into a booklet, which will be made available to the winners.
Eligibility:     
               Special Education: Kindergarten through Ninth Grade.
               English as a second language: Kindergarten through Ninth Grade. 
               General Education: Kindergarten through Ninth Grade.
Dates for Submission: 
             All entries must be collected from schools by Dec. 1 for submission to District Youth Chair by Dec. 10.  
Guidelines   
              All entries must be typed and titled 
            Include name, address, age, grade, and school of participant on the back of entry. 
            Sponsoring garden club and state garden club name must also be identified. 
            Sponsoring garden club may be that of a grandparent. 
            All entries become the property of National Garden Clubs, Inc.  
            Poems do not have to rhyme. 
            Poems may be traditional verse, acrostics, blank verse, cinquains, diamond poems, limerick, or Haiku.       	The theme should not be used as the title to any poetry. When judging, the title is worth 10 points.
Entries will be collected from schools by Dec. 1, 2024
Scale of Points: 
            Title: 10% 
            Content: 40%  
            Creativity: 30% 
            Style: 20%  
            Total: 100%
Contest Submission are Due by December 10, to District Youth Chairs
Winners from District level must be Postmarked by January 10, to Ann Crider
For additional information, contact 
Ann Crider, anncrider@bellsouth.net, 864-360-9071
3 Montclair Ave, Greenville, SC 29609

GCSC GARDEN POETRY CONTEST
Entry Form-Please Print Legibly


Child’s Name_______________________________________Grade_______Age________
Address___________________________________________________________________
             ___________________________________________________________________
Parent Name_______________________________________________________________ 
Parent email_______________________________________________________________
Parent Phone Numbers_______________________________________________________
Name of School____________________________________________________________
Sponsoring Local Garden Club___Your Garden Club Name Here_____________________
Sponsoring Garden Club District____West Low Country District_____________________
Local Garden Club Contact Person’s Name___Your Garden Club Youth Chair___
Phone__Your Phone Number__email___Your Email Address____


For additional information, contact 
Ann Crider, anncrider@bellsouth.net, 864-360-9071
3 Montclair Ave, Greenville, SC 29609











The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc.
Youth Sculpture Contest

The purpose of this contest is to encourage youth to keep our planet green and to get involved with saving our environment.
Contest Rules:
1. Children in grades 4 through 8 are eligible to enter.
2. Sculptures must consist of recyclable, reused and/or reduced materials.
3. Width and depth of sculpture can be no more than 8 ½ x 11 inches.
4. Height should be proportional to width.
5. The entry formed found on the GCSC website should be used.
6. Entries should include at least two photos (4x6 inches recommended) attached to the 
           back of the Entry Form.
7. Club entries must be sent to District Youth Chairman by December 10.
8. Scale of Points:
· Creative use of materials/self-expression – 60 points
· Description of sculpture and materials – 30 points
· Craftsmanship and technique – 10 points

 Deadline for entries sent to GCSC District Youth Chair: December 10, 2024
Deadline for District Director Youth Chair to Ann Crider -Postmarked January 10, 2025

For additional information, contact
Ann Crider, anncrider@bellsouth.net, 864-360-9071
3 Montclair Ave, Greenville, SC 29609





GCSC YOUTH SCULPTURE CONTEST
Entry Form-Please Print Legibly
     Child’s Name_______________________________Grade_______Age________
     Address______________________________________________________________
              ________________________________________________________________
     Parent Name_______________________________________________________ 
     Parent email________________________________________________________
     Parent Phone Numbers________________________________________________
     Name of School_____________________________________________________
     Sponsoring Local Garden Club_________________________________________
     Sponsoring Garden Club District_______________________________________
     Local Garden Club Contact Person’s Name_______________________________
     Phone__________________________email______________________________
     List Materials Used in Your Sculpture:



     Describe Your Sculpture in 3 to 5 Sentences:


Attach at least two (4 x 6 inch recommended) photos of your sculpture to the back of this sheet.
Deadline for entries sent to GCSC District Youth Chair: December 10,2024
Deadline for District Director Youth Chair to Ann Crider -Postmarked January 10, 2025 
For additional information, contact
Ann Crider, anncrider@bellsouth.net, 864-360-9071
3 Montclair Ave, Greenville, SC 29609

Camp Wildwood – JUNE 15-21, 2025

REGISTRATION   FORM  AVAILABLE SOON

Camp Wildwood will take place June 15-21, 2025.  Garden club-sponsored campers may register October 1 - 31, using the application link found in the Members section of the Garden Club of South Carolina website.  The link will go live the morning of October 1.  
Club members working with prospective first-year campers can log onto the GCSC Members section, copy the link, then forward it to the camper's parent or guardian.   A parent or guardian is required to fill out the application, signing permissions, submitting proof of health insurance, and providing the sponsoring garden club's name.  
 Again this year, the fee is $250 for each first-year camper.  Clubs wishing to sponsor a camper should select a first-year camp prospect who will have completed the ninth grade by mid-June 2024.
Each year, federated GCSC garden clubs are challenged and invited to find the brightest conservation-minded students to attend Camp Wildwood.
This highly-regarded Leadership and Environmental Camp provides an opportunity to rising high school sophomores to study wildlife and outdoor skills that are not taught elsewhere.
Together, The SC Department of Natural Resources, The SC Wildlife Federation, The Harry Hampton Memorial Wildlife Fund and The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. ensure the continued success of this camp.


Camp Wildwood 2025 Applications
Important Dates
October 1-31:  Applications accepted from candidates proposed by GCSC-affiliated garden clubs
November 1:   Applications open to the public 
Frequently Asked Questions
1.  Each garden club can sponsor one or more first-year campers.  Make sure that parents or guardians know the name of the sponsoring club, which is needed to complete the application.
2.  The fee is $250 for a first-year camper.
3.  Online applications only.  There are no paper forms.
4.  Applications must be filled out by the applicant's parent or legal guardian.
5.  Campers must have completed 9th grade by June 2025.
   6.  No cell phones or other electronic devices are permitted at camp--experience has shown that most everyone will be too busy making friends and having fun to notice. Staff will be available to arrange   phone calls to and from campers in case of emergency.
7.  For a more in-depth look at the program, check out the Camp Wildwood website at campwildwoodsc.com
How to Apply
1.  Starting October 1, GCSC clubs wishing to nominate a camper can log into the GCSC website's Members section.
2.  Copy the Camp Wildwood application link, then forward it to the camper's parent or other legal guardian.  That person must know the sponsoring club's name to complete the application process.
3.  Only the camper's parent/legal guardian may fill in the application, which includes signing permission forms and submitting proof of health insurance.
Questions?  Need more information?  Contact Susan Hite at hite.susan@gmail.com.
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National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION AND WEBSITE 
 
NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
                                                             and   
GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC.

__YOUR GARDEN CLUB NAME HERE___
Local Garden Club
 
Before sharing a name, information and/or photograph in one of our publications or on our websites, the above-listed organizations require a signed release form from all adults and from the parent or legal guardian of any youth under 18.  Please complete both sides of the release form below.

 ADULT: 
 
     I, ____________________________________________________ (print name), 
 
being over 18 years of age, hereby grant the above-listed organizations, the right to use the name, photograph, biography, city, state, country and article information, without compensation, on our websites and in any publication or written material.  Please print below as you wish your name to appear.  
 
DATE: ___________________     
 
Print Name:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Signature:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Address and phone number:  _________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
 (Email optional)                                                                                                               
______________________________ __________________________________________ 




 

MINOR YOUTH SECTION:  YOUTH UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE 
 
PLEASE INITIAL BESIDE INFORMATION YOU AS PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN RELEASE FOR USE BY NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
 
______ my child’s name.  Please print below, as you wish the name to appear: 
 
             _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______my child’s photograph 
 
______my child’s biography 
 
______my child’s work or contest entry submitted to the above organizations 
 
______other:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
______my child’s city, state and country (specific addresses never used) 
 
 
I UNDERSTAND THAT THE ABOVE-LISTED ORGANIZATIONS WILL USE MY OR 
MY CHILD’S INFORMATION, MY OR MY CHILD’S SUBMITTED TEXT, AND MY 
OR MY CHILD’S  LIKENESS ONLY FOR EDUCATIONAL, INFORMATIONAL  
AND/OR  PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES.  I HEREBY AGREE TO HOLD THE ABOVE-
LISTED ORGANIZATIONS, THEIR LICENSEES AND AFFILIATES HARMLESS 
FROM ANY LIABILITY RESULTING FROM MY OR MY CHILD’S STATEMENTS AND ACTION DEPICTED OR DESCRIBED IN THE INFORMATION, TEXT AND GRAPHIC REPRESENTATIONS. 
 
DATE: ___________________     
 
Printed Name of Parent/Legal Guardian:    _____________________________ 
 
Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian: __________________________________ 
 
Address and phone number:  _________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

(email optional)     __________________________________________________                                                                           
                                           



WAYS TO ATTRACT NEW MEMBERS TO YOUR GARDEN CLUB – courtesy of Sandie Duerksen
1. Word of mouth.
2. Personal invitations to neighbors, friends, family.
3. Newspaper articles regarding your club and its activities.
4. Invite “Garden of the Month” winners.
5. Create displays at libraries and other civic buildings during National Garden Week.
6. Give presentations to other clubs and invite them to one of your meetings.
7. Provide workshops for members and friends – teach simple flower design with each making one.
8. Have a special coffee or tea with each member bringing a guest.
9. Referrals from other members.
10. Smile – show you are having fun at workshop and project sites.
11. Provide a greeter at the entrance to your meeting who welcomes each member.
12. Invite a friend to your club holiday party.
13. Hold meetings at public places, area civic centers, libraries.
14. Offer 1st year dues free.
15. Advertise.
16. Have an active membership committee.
17. Leave fliers at public places with contact info.
18. Hold open house displaying awards, scrapbooks, flower designs, good food, and smiles.
19. Have couples’ clubs.
20. Hold a tour of homes.
21. Leave invitations at restaurants.
22. Encourage youth clubs at schools.
23. Invite prospects 5-7 times per year.
24. Have a membership goal for the year.
25. Build a club website.
26. Use social media.
27. Follow up with online requests.
28. Have good programs.
29. Follow up with every guest.
30. Be seen… have members give talks at community meetings.
31. Advertise at sport events, concerts, plays.
32. Design a club logo.
33. Design a club brochure.
34. Make your meetings fun.
35. Develop a letter from the president to each new member.
36. Feature a new member at each meeting … a spotlight person.
37. Hold joint meetings with other clubs.
38. If a club is ready to fold, invite the remaining members to yours.
39. Tap the talent of your membership.
40. Last but not least, have fun! Guests will want to return.
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Club Dues
Info
 and President Reports
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC.
ANNUAL REPORT OF GARDEN CLUB PRESIDENTS

Report Due FEBRUARY 1

The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. sincerely appreciates your hard work,
dedication, contributions, participation, and enthusiasm throughout the state to increase
our visibility and promote the opportunities GCSC offers to benefit others. 

Please report your Garden Club activity from January 1 – December 31
Do not send photos
Make three (3) copies and submit via mail/email to:
GCSC President
Your District Director
Your Garden Club files

Name of Garden Club ___________________________________________________________

GCSC Garden Club # _______________	City ______________________________________

District __________________________________	Number of DUES paying members _______

Year Organized ____________________	Year of GCSC Federation _____________

CURRENT Garden Club Information:

President ______________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________	Email ____________________________________

INCOMING Garden Club Information:

President ______________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

Phone number _____________________	Email ____________________________________

LENGTH of President’s Term _________	Installation date (month/year) _________________

Sent Club Roster and dues check to GCSC Treasurer treas.gcsc@gmail.com        Y/N _____

Members gained this year # _______________	Members lost # _______________


List names of deceased club members during the last year:
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



List number of club members attending the following:
	
	Spring District Meeting
	
	GCSC State Meeting
	
	SAR Convention

	
	District Presidents’ Conference
	
	GCSC Convention
	
	NGC Convention



Do you visit the GCSC Website:  Often ________     Occasionally ________     Never ________

Is the Website easy to navigate:  Yes _____     No _____

Comments ____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Check the following that your Garden Club used for meetings/projects/events:
	
	Arbor Day/Trees
	
	Conservation
	
	Litter Control/Recycling

	
	Backyard Wildlife Habitat
	
	Design
	
	Memorial Garden

	
	Birds
	
	Flower Show
	
	National Garden Week

	
	Bees/Butterflies
	
	Garden Therapy
	
	Native Plants

	
	Blue Star Memorial
	
	Girl Scouts
	
	Plant It Pink

	
	Camp Wildwood
	
	Historic Preservation
	
	Roadside Beautification

	
	Civic Development
	
	Horticulture
	
	Youth Activities

	
	Other:
	
	
	
	



Number of Garden Club members having or participating in the following:
	
	Backyard Wildlife Habitats
	
	Landscape Design Sch.
	
	GCSC Logo Sales

	
	Environmental Studies Sch.
	
	GCSC Life Membership
	
	GCSC Awards

	
	Flower Show School
	
	SAR Life Membership
	
	GCSC Board of Directors

	
	Judges Club
	
	NGC Life Membership
	
	GCSC Tours

	
	Gardening School
	
	NGC Calendars
	
	Grants



Does your Garden Club donate to the following:
	
	Camp Wildwood
	
	State Scholarships
	
	Five Star Honor Clubs*

	
	Memorial Garden
	
	District Scholarships
	
	State Christmas Tree

	
	President’s Projects Fundraising
	
	GCSC Charitable Giving/Bequests
	
	


*Five Star Honor Clubs Project supports the following GCSC programs and projects:
· Camp Wildwood/Youth Symposium
· Blue Star Memorial
· GCSC Headquarters
· SC State Christmas Tree
· Memorial Garden
               GCSC distinguishes Clubs or Councils that donate a minimum of $200 to the Five Star Honor Clubs Project with their 
               name placed on the Five Star Plaque displayed at State Meeting and Convention and listed in the SC Gardener.

Please respond to the following questions on the back or separate page:
1. Provide CONTACT information ONLY for BEST PROGRAM -list one or more
2. Describe your Garden Club’s MOST OUTSTANDING PROJECT (One page or less)
3. Identify any way to improve GCSC.
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THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC.
ANNUAL REPORT OF GARDEN COUNCIL PRESIDENTS

Report Due FEBRUARY 1

The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. sincerely appreciates your hard work,
dedication, contributions, participation, and enthusiasm throughout the state to increase
our visibility and promote the opportunities GCSC offers to benefit others.

Please report your Garden Council activity from January 1 – December 31
Do not send photos
Make three (3) copies and submit via mail/email to:
GCSC President
Your District Director
Your Garden Council files

Name of Garden Council ___________________________________________________

GCSC Garden Council # __________	City ________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk73433825]District ______________________________________	Number of Clubs ______

Year Organized __________		Year of GCSC Federation __________

CURRENT Garden Council Information:

President ______________________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________________

Phone number ____________________	Email ____________________________________

INCOMING Garden Council Information:

President ______________________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________________

Phone number                                         ___	Email ____________________________________

LENGTH of President’s Term _________	Installation date (month/year) ___________

Sent Council Roster and dues check to GCSC Treasurer treas.gcsc@gmail.com  Y/N ______

Clubs gained this year # ______________	Clubs lost this year # __________________

[bookmark: _Hlk73432091]
Do you visit the GCSC Website:  Often ________     Occasionally ________     Never _______

Is the Website easy to navigate: Yes ________     No ________

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Check the following that your Garden Council used for meetings/projects/events:
	
	Arbor Day/Trees
	
	Conservation
	
	Litter Control/Recycling

	
	Backyard Wildlife Habitat
	
	Design
	
	Memorial Garden

	
	Birds
	
	Flower Show
	
	National Garden Week

	
	Bees/Butterflies
	
	Garden Therapy
	
	Native Plants

	
	Blue Star Memorial
	
	Girl Scouts
	
	Plant It Pink

	
	Camp Wildwood
	
	Historic Preservation
	
	Roadside Beautification

	
	Civic Development
	
	Horticulture
	
	Youth Activities

	
	Other:
	
	
	
	



Does your Garden Council donate to the following:
	
	Camp Wildwood
	
	State Scholarships
	
	Five Star Honor Clubs*

	
	Memorial Garden
	
	District Scholarships
	
	State Christmas Tree

	
	President’s Projects Fundraising
	
	GCSC Charitable Giving/Bequests
	
	



*Five Star Honor Clubs Project supports the following GCSC programs and projects:

· Camp Wildwood/Youth Symposium
· Blue Star Memorial
· GCSC Headquarters
· SC State Christmas Tree
· Memorial Garden

GCSC distinguishes Garden Clubs or Councils that donate a minimum of $200 to the Five Star Honor Clubs Project with their
name placed on the Five Star Plaque displayed at the State Meeting and Convention and listed in the SC Gardener.

Please respond to the following questions on the back or separate page:
1. Provide CONTACT information ONLY for BEST PROGRAM – list one or more
2. Describe your Garden Council’s MOST OUTSTANDING PROJECT (One page or less)
3. Identify ways to improve GCSC.
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Special Requests: Your help is needed to off-set the rising costs of printing and mailing the SC Gardener magazine. If you would prefer to read the complete issue online and don’t wish to receive a printed copy, please “opt-out” by emailing Laurie Churchill, Editor, at: scgardenereditor@gmail.com.

Also, please ask your members to visit the website and verify their email addresses. Each member may now log in with their own unique email address and password. A verification email was sent to every member on our current list. If members have not received emails directly from GCSC, please let us know.
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[image: ]The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc.
Personnel Form
 (
Instructions:
 
Complete
 
form
 
and
 
mail
 
or
 
email
 
(Attach
 
additional
 
pages if needed; let us know your talents!)
ONE
 
(1)
 
copy
 
to
 
1st
 
Vice
 
President
 
–
 
Betty Jackson 
1247 Augusta Rd., Trenton, South Carolina 29847
803-275-2664
,
 bettywisejackson@gmail.com
TWO
 
(2)
 
copies to
 
your District
 
Director
Forms
 
are
 
DUE
 
by
 
June
 30
)


Name:  	 Address:  	 City, State & Zip:  	

Email address:

 

Phone: 

Are you currently serving as a GCSC Board Member?


	(yes)		(no)

                                        (if answered yes what is your position): ______________________________________
Would you like to continue  to serve on the GCSC BOD  in your current position?   ____(yes)   ____(no)

                               If no, what position/office are you interested in?_____________________________________


FOR  NEW BOD APPLICANTS ONLY: PLEASE COMPLETE THE REMAINING QUESTIONS

What position(s) on the Board have you held in the past ?  	


      What positions have you held at the District level? ______


All Board of Directors members must read the GCSC Bylaws and Standing Rules  documents to understand GCSC’s mission and understand the guidelines for service. Please note required attendance at GCSC Board meetings, donations to support awards, and filing reports.

On a scale of 0-5 (5 is highest), please provide your level of proficiency with computer usage (0-5)_____
level 0= Don’t use computer
level 1= READ only - Email, search web only
level 2= BASIC READ/WRITE – open/create WORD documents, Use Facebook, share photos
level 3= PROFICIENT – Open/create basic MS Office files (WORD/EXCEL/PowerPoint) attach documents to emails, manage Facebook pages, edit photos, convert to PDF, etc.
level 4= ADVANCED - #3+ Desktop publishing skills, proficient in social media. level 5= PRO - #4 + ADVANCED Social media skills on several platforms.


Position (s) you seek on GCSC Board of Directors:  	


Your garden club (Name, Town & District):




Educational/Professional Background:

Skills/line of work/occupation: 	



Garden club positions held (Local Garden Club)



Activities and/or membership in other organizations (horticulture, civic, church, other): 	




Areas of special garden club interest (i.e., historic preservation; youth; horticulture; publicity; environment; other): 	





Identify particular areas of expertise: 	
	



Briefly describe your experience, expertise and interests you bring to GCSC that will enable you to be a team player and promote the best interests of this volunteer organization: 	











Signature:		Date: 	
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West Low Country District
Personnel Form
 (
Instructions: Complete and mail or email (Attach additional pages if needed; let us know your talents!)
Email to Kathy New at 
knknew@comcast.net
 or 
Mail
 
t
wo (2)
 copies to 222 Patricia Drive, North Augusta, SC 29841
)



Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
City, State, and Zip: __________________________________________________________________
Email address: __________________________________________ Phone: _____________________
Are you currently serving as a WLC Chairperson? ____________ (Yes)    ______________ (No)
     If answered yes, what is your current position? _________________________________________
Would you like to continue to serve WLC in your current position?  ________ (Yes) ______ (No)
     If no, what position/office are you interested in? ________________________________________
FOR NEW WLC POSITIONS ONLY: PLEASE COMPLETE THE REMAINING QUESTIONS
What position(s) in WLC have you held in the past? ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
What position(s) have you held in your garden club? _______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
On a scale of 0-5 (5 is highest), please provide your level of proficiency with computer usage (0-5) _________
Level 0 = Don’t use computer
Level 1 = READ only – Email, search web only
Level 2 = BASIC READ/WRITE – Open/create WORD documents, use Facebook, share photos
Level 3 = PROFICIENT – Open/create basic MS Office files (WORD/EXCEL/POWERPOINT), attach documents to emails, manage Facebook pages, edit photos, convert to PDF, etc.
Level 4 = ADVANCED - #3 + Desktop publishing skills, proficient in social media
Level 5 = PRO - #4 + ADVANCED social media skills on several platforms

Position(s) you seek with West Low Country: ____________________________________________________
Your garden club (Name, Town, & District): _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Educational/Professional Background:
Skills/Line of Work/Occupation: _______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Garden Club positions held (Local Garden Club): __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Activities and/or membership in other organizations (horticulture, civic, church, other): __________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Areas of special garden club interest (historic preservation; youth; horticulture; publicity; environment; other):
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Identify particular areas of expertise: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Briefly describe your experience, expertise and interests you bring to West Low Country that will enable you to be a team player and promote the best interests of this volunteer organization: ________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
All chairmen must read the GCSC Bylaws and Standing Rules to understand GCSC’s mission and understand the guidelines for service. 

Signature: ____________________________________________________ Date: _______________________


GARDEN CLUB/COUNCIL LEADERSHIP GUIDE
View the: 
Garden Club/Council Leadership Guide
Leadership Guide Cover
“Did you know that as a garden club member you are part of the largest volunteer organization in the nation? There are approximately 180,000 garden club members of National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) and approximately 5000 members of the Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. (GCSC). Individually and collectively, we make an important difference in our communities, state and nation!

The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable organization, is a force for good that promotes all aspects of gardening, focusing on preservation and restoration of historic gardens, conservation and environmental protection of natural resources, education of members and youth, organizations, civic beautification, horticulture, and floral design.”

“This booklet was originally published by GCSC, Inc. in June 2011 as the Garden Club/Council Offices’ Manual. It was updated and revised in June 2015 as the Garden Club/Council Leadership Guide by Yvonne Morris, Former GCSC President(2015-2017) and Karen Oliver, 2009-11 Officers’ Manual Committee Chairman/Former West Low Country Director and Current GCSC Birds Committee Chairman.
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This booklet was originally published by GCSC, Inc. in June 2011 as the Garden Club/Council Offices’ Manual. It was updated and revised in June 2015 as the Garden Club/Council Leadership Guide by Yvonne Morris, Current GCSC President; Karen Oliver, 2009-11 Officers’ Manual Committee Chairman/Former West Low Country Director and Current GCSC Butterflies and Bees Committee Chairman; and Dee LeMay, GCSC Corresponding Secretary. 
This guide will be presented by Karen Oliver at the July 2015 Summer Expo, an informational meeting for all Garden Club of South Carolina Club/Council Presidents and any club members who attend. This guide will be posted on the GCSC website: www.gardenclubofsc.org

 Table of Contents 
Introduction and Welcome........................................................... 1 
Organizational Structure .............................................................. 2 
Resources and Communication .................................................... 3 
Hints for Effective Leadership ..................................................... 6 
Successful Meeting Tips .............................................................. 7 
Suggested Order of Business ....................................................... 7 
Officers’ Roles and Responsibilities ........................................... 8 
President ...................................................................................... 8 
Vice President(s) ......................................................................... 9 
Recording Secretary .................................................................... 9 
Corresponding Secretary ........................................................... 10 
Treasurer .................................................................................... 10 
Membership Strategies .............................................................. 12 
Awards = Recognition and Publicity ......................................... 13 
References .................................................................................. 13 

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME
Did you know that as a garden club member you are part of the largest volunteer organization in the nation? There are approximately 180,000 garden club members of National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) and slightly more than 5,100 members of the Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. (GCSC). Individually and collectively, we make an important difference in our communities, state and nation! 
The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable organization, is a force for good that promotes all aspects of gardening, focusing on preservation and restoration of historic gardens, conservation and environmental protection of natural resources, education of members and youth, organizations, civic beautification, horticulture, and floral design.” 
A complete list of the NGC and GCSC Objectives can be found at our website www.gardenclubofsc.org 

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
You belong to your local garden club
which may be part of a Garden Council
that belongs to one of Seven Districts:

Coastal ~ East Low Country
West Low Country ~ East Piedmont
West Piedmont ~ East Sandhills ~ West Sandhills
Presiding Officer: District Director

Then, Districts belong to:
The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. (GCSC)
Organized April 22, 1930
Presiding Officer: State President

The 50 State Garden Clubs are divided into Eight Regions:
New England ~ Central Atlantic ~ Deep South
South Atlantic ~ Central ~ South Central
Rocky Mountain ~ Pacific
Presiding Officer: Regional Director

GCSC is a member of the South Atlantic Region (SAR)

All Eight Regions belong to:
National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC)
A national organization whose mission
provides education, resources, and national networking opportunities to promote the love of gardening, floral design, and civic and environmental responsibility.
Founded in 1929
Presiding Officer: NGC President 

RESOURCES AND COMMUNICATION
All officers and chairmen in NGC, SAR and GCSC serve for a two-year term, beginning and ending in odd-numbered years. Nominating takes place in even-numbered years. Clubs/councils are encouraged to follow this administrative term to facilitate recordkeeping and mailing of various publications. 
Email and web access have become the prevailing methods of communication, especially filtering down from the national level to state level to districts/councils/clubs. If the club/council president is not proficient at the computer, then it is advisable to designate someone in the club to receive all email communications and pass them on. Email is undoubtedly the most efficient and rapid method of communication, but it is not failsafe. Computers crash and email messages can inadvertently be diverted to spam or junk mail. Remember to follow up with phone calls or letters, as necessary. 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC)
NGC Headquarters is located in St. Louis, Missouri. Mem-bers may contact headquarters by phone: 314-776-7574 ext. 15 or visit the website: www.gardenclub.org for gardening tips, special projects, schools, designs, forms and sales items. All council/club presidents receive The National Gardener, a quarterly magazine, for their terms of office as do National Life members and current subscribers. Also, NGC Flower Show Judges, Landscape Design Consultants, Garden Study Consultants and Environmental Study Consultants must sub-scribe to maintain their credentials. The National Gardener contains information on education programs, schools and symposiums throughout the United States. It has articles re-lated to horticulture and floral design, as well as official Flower Show information and rule changes. It is essential that all judges and members planning Flower Shows make these written corrections in the Handbook for Flower Shows when they are published in The National Gardener, spring and summer issues. Council/Club presidents should advise members of these changes. 
NGC also has online shopping service for books, flower show supplies, official jewelry, pins and education program tools. The website contains a wealth of information and several free publications, as well as all NGC-related forms. 
The annual National Convention rotates among states. National Conventions are very enjoyable, informative and educational. Vendors from across the country provide wonderful shopping opportunities for design and horticulture supplies. 
As part of its mission, NGC offers educational opportunities for members and non-members. Flower Show Schools are a series of courses to train NGC members to become Accredited Flower Show Judges. Landscape Design Study Courses offer a series of four 10-hour courses which cover the history of landscape design and offer instruction from landscape architects in a variety of design techniques used in home and municipal settings. Environmental Study Schools are a series of four courses in environmental studies. Students completing the courses may become NGC Environmental Consultants. Gardening Study Courses fo-cus on helping members become accomplished horticulturists. Courses cover all aspects of growing, from understand-ing soil structure to pruning techniques, plant identification, etc. All courses may be sponsored by member clubs, groups of clubs, districts or state garden clubs and are open to gar-den club members and nonmembers. Credentials/course credits earned in one state are recognized in all states. 

South Atlantic Region (SAR)
SAR is composed of five states: Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. The South Atlantic Region Director sends correspondence to each state president regarding Regional Projects. Conventions are held annually and rotate among the member states. 
Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. (GCSC) 
GCSC provides three methods of communicating with members: 
· The South Carolina Gardener is a quarterly mag-azine which contains timely information about state, district and club activities. It contains time-ly information about state, district and club activities. It is sent to every dues-paying member of GCSC. 

· The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. Handbook is published every two years with each new administration. It contains contact information for state officers, district directors, chair-men, and Flower Show judges, and consultants for Landscape Design. It also lists a calendar of events and awards due dates, all awards information, and GCSC history, Bylaws and Policy and Procedure. It is printed for GCSC Board members and is available on the GCSC website. 

· www.gardenclubofsc.org lists valuable information and provides timely reminders and forms. Bookmark it on your “favorites” site on your search engine to keep up with the news. 


Every club receives an annual roster in early spring, which includes the club’s identification number. Since many clubs have identical names, it is essential that you place your correct number on all checks for the payment of state dues. It is most important that each council/club president and treasurer review the roster, make corrections and return the corrected roster with member dues payment to the GCSC Treasurer by March 31 of each year. 
Each Club and Council President is responsible for completing an annual “President’s Report” and mailing it to the State President and the District Director by February 1. By re-viewing the president’s report at the beginning of each monthly meeting and recording members’ activities that ap-ply, recordkeeping is much more accurate. 
GCSC holds an educational and informational event each summer in Columbia. This meeting is open to all members with special emphasis on club/council officers. The State President conducts the meeting and will introduce State Officers, District Directors, and will present projects and programs applicable to this two year administration. State Chairmen provide exhibits and workshops to help districts, councils and clubs explain and promote NGC, SAR and state projects. 
GCSC holds a spring State Convention in odd numbered years, rotating host responsibilities among the seven districts. New GCSC Officers and District Directors are installed at this time. State conventions are fun and exciting to attend and are wonderful opportunities to meet stimulating members from all over the state who have varied goals and interests. (Hint! Sit at a table with strangers. You may have some new best friends by the end of the meal!)
GCSC hosts a one-day spring State Meeting in Columbia in even numbered years, to have a special guest speaker, pre-sent awards and conduct business. Members always look forward with special interest as they hear reports about other garden clubs from the District Directors. What a great way to get more program ideas! An entertaining and informative speaker then rounds out the day’s activities. The numerous projects that receive awards offer ideas and inspiration for ways to serve communities throughout the state. 

Districts/Councils/Clubs

Each District holds an official annual meeting in March. The GCSC State President and many state board members attend to share ideas, while interesting speakers and vendors make a district meeting well-worth attending. District awards high-light these district meetings. 
Your District Director and Co-director are always glad to answer questions and share information to help you be a more effective officer. The areas and towns in each district and the district directors and co-directors are listed on the website. Do not hesitate to call or email your director or co-director for assistance. 
Councils of Garden Clubs are found usually in larger com-munities, where clubs join to share ideas, information and resources. A council serves as a resource to clubs and coordinates garden club activities that contribute to the community. 
Your club is the most vital link in the whole federated organization! As officers, you hold the key to the vitality of your group. 

The knowledge, attention, energy and enthusiasm of the president directly affects the club’s growth and performance and the members’ satisfaction.
HINTS FOR EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP
“It is a fine thing to have ability, but the ability to discover ability in others is the true test.”¹
 
Leadership Is A Set of Functions:
 
A leader guides the club with sensitivity and consideration for members. Always remember that new members (and even some more experienced members) of your club may not be familiar with the projects, programs, terminology or activities that are discussed and may be hesitant to ask questions. 
A successful leader trains others to lead, giving them a chance to share talents and responsibility. Take interest in others and encourage them. Always welcome constructive criticism. 
An officer delegates authority; then truly expects that person to fulfill their job. This encourages members to feel responsible for the club’s success. 
Know your organization. If you don’t, admit it and find out the answers! Read the bylaws; update them carefully as needed. Keep up with information coming from NGC, GCSC, SAR and your district. 
Computer skills have become essential for officers. GCSC can offer guidance on the use of the state website and may conduct workshops to assist members. 
Above all, remember that we are all volunteers, and that volunteers need encouragement. Lavishly give recognition to those who deserve it.  

Successful Meeting Tips
· A positive attitude is highly contagious! Spread it liberally! 

· Time is our most valuable commodity. No one wants to attend meetings that are a waste of time. 

· Always start and end your meetings on time. 

· All officers and committee chairmen must know and understand their responsibilities. 

 




Suggested Order of Business

Call to Order 
Welcome by the President 
Invocation 
Roll Call of Members 
Introduction of Guests 
Approval of the Minutes 
Correspondence 
Treasurer’s Report 
Officers’ Reports, Beginning with the President 
Reports of Standing Committee Chairmen 
Reports of Special Committee Chairmen 
Unfinished Business 
New Business 
Announcements 
Program 
Adjournment
OFFICERS’ ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
President 
When you accept the nomination for president, realize your responsibility for guiding these hard-working volunteers. You must review your council/club’s rules and bylaws, up-date them if needed, and be prepared to enforce them with dignity and tact. Preside with courtesy and poise, according to parliamentary procedure. Give serious thought to assignment of the committee chairmanships. 

1. Either just before or after installation, hold a preliminary board meeting to set goals and make plans for this administration. Review National, Regional, State and District projects to decide which to incorporate. Review officers’ responsibilities and state your expectations. (E.g., every officer and committee chair-man is expected to attend all executive board and governing board meetings. If you cannot attend, then make sure your report is provided in your absence, or let the president know there is no report.) 

2. Once club activities have been decided, then prepare a budget to facilitate them. Present the proposed budget to the general membership. You must be fiscally responsible and assure that enough money is left for business to continue when you leave the presidency. 

3. Prepare a written agenda for each meeting and dis-tribute it to all attending to keep the meeting focused on the issues and time. Members will know exactly when they are to report. The agenda can be as de-tailed as you want, or it can be merely an outline. 

4. Keep the club’s stated goals and objectives before the club members throughout the year. 

5. Each officer and chairman should make scheduled reports for meetings and an annual written report. 

6. At the end of the fiscal period, it is an excellent idea to have a review of the financial records by a committee other than the treasurer, with her assistance. It is very sound fiscal advice to revise your bylaws if they fail to address this. 

7. Be on time and call all meetings to order promptly. Keep the proceedings moving according to the agenda. 

8. It is the president’s responsibility to accurately complete the annual President’s Report due to the District Director and State president by February 1st. It can be found on the GCSC website. 

9. The projects listed on the President’s Report can help clubs decide which projects to pursue for that year. RECOMMENDATION: Review the President’s Report at the first meeting of the year, and update at every meeting. This is much easier than trying to re-construct it much later. 



Vice President(s) 
The presiding officer is usually the president, but the vice president may have to fill in at times. In case the president is not able to fulfill her term, the first vice president usually is called on to complete it. Refer to the club bylaws for specific responsibilities. Good communication is vital between all officers. “Cross-training” is not only a valuable tool in the workplace, but also in volunteer organizations. Location of and access to club possessions (stationery, Flower Show properties, financial documents and institutions) should be general knowledge. Specific job responsibilities will vary according to your bylaws, so review them carefully. With regard to the regular task of creating the council/club year-book, a very astute East Low Country member recommends saving it in your documents and also backing it up on a DVD or CD. Not only is the data protected in case of a hard drive crash, but also compiling the next yearbook will then be much easier by simply editing the existing yearbook. The CD or DVD can be given to the subsequent yearbook editor. 

Recording Secretary 
It is highly desirable that the recording secretary be proficient in a word processing program and have the physical capability to take and transcribe minutes. If the president fol-lows the same order of business on her written agenda each meeting, it is much easier to set up the format in the computer. If it is saved (e.g., “Iris Garden Club Minutes, Sept, 10), then for the next meeting, you can use that file, change the information and then use the “SAVE AS” feature to save both your original folder and the new set of minutes. 
The minutes should reflect a record of what is DONE not what is SAID. Minutes are the legal record of the business of your club. The opening paragraph includes the Call to Order (name of club, date, time, place and type of meeting) and the approval of the previous minutes, either “approved as read” or “approved as corrected”. Initial all corrections. 
The body of the minutes includes the reports of officers and committees, unfinished business, new business, results of votes and the program and announcements. (The program and announcements are grouped in a separate paragraph at the end of the minutes and included only the speaker name and title of program. Then announcements.) Make no effort to summarize points given by the speaker. A handy reference for all clubs to is Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised 11th Edition. 
What every recording secretary should know:
1. Arrive at the meeting on time and be prepared to record the proceedings. 

2. Have on hand a copy of the club bylaws and standing rules, the club’s authority on Parliamentary procedure, and the minutes of the previous meetings. Stand up and read the minutes, simply and distinctly. Minutes are a report and a history. The minutes are the LEGAL record of the club and should never reflect the secretary’s opinion. 

3. If a motion is complicated, the secretary may ask to have it presented in writing, for accuracy. 

4. The president will ask if there are any corrections to the minutes. They are then approved either “as read” or “as corrected”. 

5. Make the treasurer’s report a part of the minutes. Be sure to get a copy of all financial documents. 
Corresponding Secretary 
1. The corresponding secretary is responsible for reading and reporting on all correspondence received on behalf of the club, and for outgoing communications as directed by the president. 

2. When reporting to the club, read the communications received and condense long letters, if desired. 

3. Give the correspondence requiring action to the president to be acted upon under “New Business”. In some clubs, the corresponding secretary notifies members of upcoming events and may be asked to develop a “list server” for group communications of upcoming meetings for the club/council. She may have the responsibility of compiling and distributing the club/council newsletter. 

Read the bylaws for specific responsibilities in your organization. Smaller clubs might combine the duties of recording secretary and corresponding secretary. 

Most people will accept leadership jobs if they are given specific assignments and if they believe they have the skills to do the job. 

Treasurer 
The treasurer is the custodian of the money of the club; collects, deposits and disburses funds; must have authority (by-laws or by a vote) for all expenditures; and keeps a record of dues paid and pays all line items in the budget on time. Some larger clubs, councils and districts may use a computer ac-counting program. It would be highly advantageous if all state/districts, councils/clubs of GCSC used the same pro-gram. This would facilitate reconciliation of all financial re-porting, and also provide cross-training. 
1. The treasurer should assure that another member, preferably the president, knows the location of the checkbook and financial records and has access to them in the event of an emergency. 
2. For the bank account in the club’s name, the new treasurer should make certain that the bank signature card is properly signed by the new treasurer and the new president. 

3. According to the bylaws, (s) he works with the president and the finance committee in the development of the next budget. 

4. The treasurer’s report does not require a vote for approval by the members. However, the president should always ask “Are there any questions concerning items in the financial report?” It is then “attached to the minutes.” 

5. The president and recording secretary each should receive a copy of the treasurer’s report. The treasurer should possess mathematical and computer skills to carry out the financial business of the club/council. (E.g., more councils and districts are using financial bookkeeping programs.) If a bookkeeping program is used, the prospective treasurer needs to be literate in these programs. It is a good idea to have an assistant treasurer, who can train in these programs and then move up to treasurer. 

6. The financial statement should contain: the balance on hand at the beginning of the period; receipts (money received); disbursements (money paid out) and the balance on hand at the close of the period. 

7. The treasurer receives the computer roster from GCSC in early spring and is responsible for correct-ing the roster and payment of the state dues of $6.00 per member by March 31 to the GCSC treasurer. 

8. The treasurer will assure the club/council computer number is written on all state correspondence. 

Remember, we get out of an experience what we put into it. Involvement is the key to a rich, rewarding life of garden club activities. 

MEMBERSHIP STRATEGIES
Regardless of how important the work of your garden club is, no matter how vital the services your club performs or how great the potential for fun and fellowship, none of your club’s strengths can be exercised without active membership. ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP is the key! Active, involved and interested members will unlock the doors of success and growth for your club. 

Membership involves leadership in two ways: 
1. We must recruit new members and help them become active. 

2. We must stimulate active participation on the part of existing members. 

Ideas to Stimulate Membership
· Be inviting! 
· Have interesting programs and projects. 
· Invite fellow club members to ride with you to club, council, district, and state meetings. 
· Develop a website and keep it updated. 
· Develop a club information brochure for distribution. 
· Work with a scout troop, with homeschooled children, or at a school to establish youth garden clubs. 
· Work with schools to promote recycling and plant workshops. 
· Be creative with meeting times, for example, “after work” or evening meetings. Host an informal supper meeting. Form “couples” clubs. These have been successful in many com-munities. Hold “Home Flower Arranging Workshops” or a basic design course, not to be judged. 
· Invite potential members (men and women) to your meetings and encourage them to join. 
· Hold a new members’ installation ceremony. 
· Distribute club brochure and/or membership information at flower shows, garden tours, and education programs. 
· Invite prospects to join or to form a new club. Have membership information at the local Chamber of Commerce, neighborhood get-togethers, newcomer groups, and Master Gardner programs. Master Gardeners can be highly energetic garden club members.

AWARDS = RECOGNITION AND PUBLICITY
Awards are the means by which we receive recognition for the work we do. GCSC offers award workshops at the annual summer information meeting and upon request to facilitate applications. Awards rules and due dates are on the GCSC website. Find someone in the club/council who has an aptitude for documenting events. Review the NGC, SAR, GCSC and District projects for awards that fit your club’s activities or interest. State awards applications are made through the GCSC Award Chairman (2nd Vice President) and first place winners that qualify are forwarded to SAR and NGC to compete with other states. 
There is a benefit to informing the public of our tremendous activities. Some uninformed people think we just sit around and sip tea! Develop a relationship with someone at your local newspaper and send photos and written facts about your projects. Prepare! Research! Organize! Remember to KISS: “Keep it Simple, Sweetie”. 












REFERENCES

“How to Be an Effective President of a Federated Garden Club.” GCG, Dogwood District, 2003. 
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The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. Handbook, 2015-17. 
“The GCG Presents Stepping Stones for Success.” The Garden Club of Georgia.
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THE GCSC STORE

Catalogs / Donate to Support our Activites / Veteran's Engraved Brick Program
VETERAN'S ENGRAVED BRICK
PROGRAM
$500.00

Are youlooking for a permanent, heartfelt way to
memorialize or honor someone who previously or
presently serve(s) as a member of the armed
forces? Tribute brick pavers not only serve as a
celebration of friends and family, but also provide
building blocks for our future, helping to ensure
that GCSC Memorial Garden will continue to
provide a place of dignity and serenity for the
citizens of South Carolina, our community, and all
who enter its gates.

Please donate an engraved brick paver to honor a
family member or loved one in his or her memory

or honor. Your donation will become a part of the
Memorial Garden's history for years to come. The
Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc.is a 501()3
(non-profit) corporation; therefore, all donations
are tax deductible.

Thank you, in advance, for your contril
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West Low Country District
Garden Club/Council

Presidents and Co-Presidents
as of August 18, 2024

3. Beaufort Garden Club.

Sheila Drouin sheiladrouin@gmail.com

84 Dolphin Point Drive
Cat Island, SC 29907

(©)843770-0359 175 Holly Creek Dr.
Orangeburg, SC 20118

2. Beech Island Garden Club

Anna Sheets davidsheets@mindspring.com 1093 Moore Rd.

1002 Stanton Drive
North Augusta, SC 20841

() Bo3-279-0272 Orangeburg, SC 20115

2. Dogyvood Garden CIub of Orangeburg
Co-Pres, Barbara Beach barbaraobeach@gmail.com

(C) 8036227575

Co-Pres. SusanBerry  susanbberry@yahoo.com

(C)B03-662-9193

2. Elloree Garden Club

3 Blackvlle Garden Club
Co-Pres, Lillstolzfus
2136 Jones Bridge Rd.
Blackille, SC 20817

2eed @gpm || Sallysand sandhouset300@gmail.com

Tis@abbe liborg || 425 Lesington Street
(C)803-284-2422 || _Elloree. SC 20047

(€)B43-649-3076

3. Evergreen Garden Club - Branson

Co-Pres. Darlene Brandt ~ dar.brandt@livecom || Miriam Holley ‘mbmbryan@yahoo.com
6047 Lartigue St (€)839-208-7519 || 203 BushRd. (C)803-943-4250
Blackville, 5C 29817 Brunson. SC 20011

3. Camellia Garden Club of Beaufort T4 Evergreen Garden CIub
Cynthia Group. cindyg@icloud.com || Betsy Carson Detsy.carson@icloud.com
49 Inglewood Cir. (C)803-300-4555 || 205 0ld River Rd., (C)803-974-0207

St. Helena Island SC 29920

Elloree, SC 29047

5. Campbell Ashley Garden Club 5
June Day oliveoldman1234@gmall.com

506 Carolina Circle
Walterboro, SC 20488

Fairfax Garden & Study Club

il P.0. Box 113
©8435382770 || Foiriar SC ao827-on

Cordelia Shramek cfs_shramek@yahoo.com
(©803-632-2270

6. Carolina Hills Garden CIub

36. Garden CIub of Alken

a § ’ Linda Murphy lindanmurf@aol.com
Tina Havies tinahawes @gmailcom || LindadMurphy
1129 Old Plantation Rd. (€) 706-394-5000 m}" i‘c "ﬂge (€) 612-710-5444
North Augusta, SC 20841 Allen, sCagbor -
7. Cereus Gardeners Garden Club__ 7 Mon. @ zoam || /- Garden Club of Bluffton
Christy Sloan g.sloan21@comeast.net Ca‘rgb‘;ﬂfémﬂ? a CWOMan%ggrgmﬂ-net
23 Emerald Drive (©)8oz-215-6a3 | i2abbotsbuy Place (©) 86s-603-4151
North Augusta, SC 29841 luffton, SC 20910 .
B Cotntry Gardoners Cardsm CIib 8. Garden Makers Garden Cltb 51 T7urs. @ 6pm
Co-Pres, Cynthia Barrett Bettye Ralon bettyesgarden@yahoo.com
186 Flowing Well Rd. (C) 606-309-7075 *&‘msﬂc\lm g‘m “")33“315“’2325
Wagner, SC 29164 _ cynthizhbarrett@gmal.com || lken. SC 2080; () 8o3-507-6064
Co-Pres. Pam McCollum 35-Green Gardeners Grden b —
106 Interlachen Court SW__ (C) 803-306-9357 erry Wilson sew@mylink.com
i o 105 Holley Ridge Rd. (©)803-643-9187
alken, SCa803_tpmecollumas@gmaileom | 106 HOE e

5. Dataw Garden Club
Jennifer Flanagan
824 Island Circle West
Dataw, SC 20020

20, Hardeeville Garden Club

floplace@comeast.net || Desiree Hickey dch78202@a0l.com

(©)781-9297253 || 262 Alder Lane
Hardeeville, SC 29927

(© o14-450-2070

30. Dirt Dabblers Garden Club

21, Ty Garden Club of Ridgeland

Cathy Griffin cgbeach@yahoo.com || ann Walker ‘annegwalker@vahoo.com
350 Berte Carter Dr. (C)803-308-2088 || 148 Bluegill Lane (C) 843-226-0865
Bamberg, SC 2000; Ridgeland, SC 20036
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22, Tyy Garden Club of Williston_ 3 Mon. @6:30pm
Dana Byrd danzkbyrd@gmail.com
509 Mile Lane (C) 803-671-4580
Williston, SC 208

34 Suburban Garden Club
Joyce Anderson applewomani28@gmail.com
128 Burkwood Place SW (C) 803-646-
Aiken, SC 29801

23- Lady's Island Garden CIub

5. Sunshine Garden Club

Kim Pitman kim@williampitmanlaw.com Stephanie Redd jdrscr@bellsouth.net
175 Distant Island Drive () 864-991-9828 1021 Bradley Mill Rd. (C) 803-640-7696
Beaufort, SC 2990 Aiken, SC 29805

24. Magnolia Garden Club of Varnville
Carmen Barnes  carmenbarnes160@gmail.com
3148 Fox Bay Rd. (C)843-908-3060
Ehrhardt, SC 20081

25. Mayfield Garden CIub

Andrea Whatley  whatley@lowcountry.com
313 Forest Hills Rd.

(C) 843-549-2398
Walterboro, SC 20488

36 Terrace Garden Club
Co-Pres. Carolyn Dickson
353 River Wind Dr.
North Augusta, SC 29841
Co-Pres. Anna Sheets (C) 803-279-0272
1002 Stanton Drive _davidsheets@mindspring.com
North Augusta, SC 20841

(C) 803-279-9451
cidickson@bellsouth net

26. Palmetto Garden Club of Beaufort
Sarah Kern gigisarah:@gmail.com
6 Highpoint Rd. (H) 843-521-1201
Beaufort, SC 2990 (©)843-592-4300

The Avid Gardeners

Carol Sevelowitz

13 Purple Martin Lane

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

seveless@gmail.com
(C) 843-681-8331

36. Wagener Garden Club

27 Palmetto Garden Club/Denmark Donna Blaclell dbabigso@gmail.com
Cindy Hurst rrmjdg@aol.com 177 Gabriel Way (C) 803-564-5348
303 Wyndham Woods Ct  (C) 803-793-5822 Wagner, SC 20164
Denmark, SC 29042

28. Palmetto Garden Club/North Augusta Council:

Wandra Hensley whensley6@att.net | [ Atken Councl of Garden Clubs
6 Sedgewood Court (©)803-292-0103 | | ™ Peggy Thome peggy thome@proton.me
North Augusta, SC 20860 337 Magnolia Lake Court (C) 803-507-5907

29. Palmetto Garden Club/Orangeburg Aen, SC 2980
Crystol Brown erystolsbrown@gmail.com | |5 Beeafort G o7 Garden Clibs
133 Zion Church Rd. (© 803378541 | | > by
Orangeburg, SC 29115 .

L - 3 North Augusta Councll of Garden Clubs

30. Plantation Garden Club/Hilton Head Carolyn Dickson cidickson@bellsouth.net

Betsy Griffith southernbeg@aclcom | | o NEN © 8oz 279045t

24 5. Calibogue Cay Road
Hilton Head, SC 29928

(C) 843-368-3621

North Augusta, SC 20841

5 Sea Island Garden Club
Cindy Collins
41 Sunset Bluff
Beaufort, SC 2990

edemelrose@gmail.com
() 843-812-4030

- Orangeburg Counall of Garden Clubs
Roxie Milhouse milhouser@bellsouth.net
242 Perreyclear Street (C)803-531-1573
Orangeburg, SC 29115

2. Seed and Weed
Joan Brown
425 Hoover Street N.
Hampton, SC 29924

joanbrowns;@yahoo.com
(C) 803-943-4871

District:

33 Springfield Garden Club
‘Co-Pres. Lynn Strauman _ gypsylegs@gmail.com
317 RM. Furtick Rd. (©)209-380-5793
Springfield, SC 29146
Co-Pres. Karen Vales - treehuggerés6:@gmail.com
P.0. Box 633 (©)570-620-6211
Springfield. SC 29146

Director - Kathy New
222 Patricia Drive _ knknew@comeast.net
North Augusta. SC 20841 (C) 80-215-56;

“Assistant Director — Chrisly Sloan
23 Emerald Drive g sloan21@comeast.net
North Augusta, SC 20841 _(C) 803-215-646;
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“To plant a garden is to

believe in tomorrow”
~ Audrey Hepburn

Itis our pleasure to help start your new
home's garden.
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2024

YOUTH ESSAY
CONTEST

Is Recycling Plastics the
Answer to Our Plastic
Disposal Problem?

“The National Garden Clubs, Inc. Youth
Essay Contest s open to all students in
9th-12th grade. Essaysts submit a
600-700 character essay that
addresses the posed question.

Submissions and Deadlines
All essays are submitted to. local
garden club afflated with National
Garden Clubs, Inc. Local clubs send
their winning essays (1 per grade level)
o their State by the published State

Geadine, e i
Senctother Regon Comiest by

21172025, Reglon winners are sent to
the National Contest by 3/1/2025.
National winning essays are.
announced In May 2025, and
published online ina free digital
essay booklet.
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OUTH ESSAY CONTEST
GUIDELINES 2024

gardenciu orglcontests and activies

Is Recycling Plastics the Answer to
Our Plastic Disposal Problem?

Guidelines

+ Inclue rame, adcres,age, grace. scho, sponsornglocl grden b and sttegarden cub o the.
5 o e ntry, (1. prcy £ mporant 0 NGC. 306 s, pUlahed wnng atonal
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s NGC resarves he gt o et i s for plogiasn anl A enerdn. 55y ol
S e il b squos
+ 55y st be ypedand submited i Mirosoft Word, using  font o smalle than 11 pont.
E5cays may bt an photo 1o sccompary el ey, The pht st ot Show s of ay
eopls nluded, e o s S ey e h TP 10t ot ot
Bhotos reeandopen surcl. The potois n g, b may b s nthe gl boaie:
+ hin i n iy e PRScE b1 And NCopora he e 15 eBylng Pics e
Aniwerto Ot AaSie Dsposa robem? Howevr s heme s o b s 3 e e 1o 8y
iy When i the e 5 worth 105,
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Sending Reon winning i fo NGC Al egion wining airies st be s 10 e Ntional
o Gaves 7wk, amespovahacomesSLne)  Wo ot v Sl 37 3 Para Copy
mated o .
- Natonslwinners wilbe announced atthe NGC 2025 NationalComverion snd the ol grden b
Conacspason il be coniocted rearing ny WG eney.

Submisions and Deadiines

A ssags e submited . oca garden b afared with Nationsl.
Garden Ch, I Local b S e wiing Sy (1 p rsce.
levl 3 categoy  tha Ste by 1 publshed Sate Gesdine.
Ste wining essae are st o tht e Contest by 2112025, Regon
Weers 3 Sent o Kol Corast by 3112025 Nalonl Wig
‘siays e announcedin iy 2025, pbshed ol n 3 e 99l
Py

Eigbiity and Judging Citeria

+ Youth i grades 120 compete by graddeel,with oneratons.
s per 73d e 100 e it fecanes $50.

« SCalof Pons: gty 20%, Conral 45 f ey clarandl
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Forest Service
ToF A

2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl
Poster Contest INFORMATION

4

Hosted by the U.S. Depariment of Agriculture, Forest

i Service and the Nafional Garden Clubs, Inc., His contest
s an opportuniy forlocal garden clubs fo connect with

their communities and may be used fo promote th

local or state garden club, attract children and their
parents, and raise awareness of the importance of
caring for the environment and preventing wildfies.

Only chitgren from firs through ith grade
can participste. You can reach aut 1o schaals,
Scout trasps, sftar school programs, youth
programs, and similr graups.

Students should be reminded ta check
<pellng 52 posters with speling &rars will
be disqualie.

The following nformation mustbe written
on the back of each postar: The student's
name, grade leve,gardan cub name, garden
Club contact name sddress, phone numbr,
School tescher's name, school name, parent
o gusrdian name and adress, phone
number and email (should school polcy
preclude gving students’ addrasses and
phone numbers,please include the school
2ddress and phone number.)

- Oruse thefree dovinlosdable bl found
atunuw symbols zou/nec-poster-contest.

Local garden club coordinators fo the
Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owi Poster Contest
Should contactthei Sate or regional poster
chaitman to get the promotions! package.
You can aizo downlosd the pramtions!
package from the Nations! Gardan Clubs,
. website, s, zardencl e or or from
v symbols sov/nge-poster-contest,

Thank you

mmitment
the National Garden Clubs, Inc.

+ Evary particpating child should receive 3
certicate of particpation. Ceriicates can be
ordared for fres st s “imbols 2o or
s symbols soulnge-poter-contest,

+ Locl and State garden clubs’ poster
Coordinstors are encoursged o organize.
recognition caramonies.

+ Wthers is 3 FarestService offce nearby, hey
can help faciltate the presence of Smokey
Bear or Woodsy Ol t your recognition
ceramony.Vou can ind your naarest Forest
Serica offce by viiting i - eda 2o,

+ We encourage partcipants and/or local,
State, and regiansl chaiperans to make
copies of the posters before submission.

+ Th five posters that competa for the
national grand prize become property of the
Forest Service. Tney ARE NOT returned o
pardcipants.

« Forinformation about the poster contest do
not hasitst to contact the Nations| Garden
Clut, Inc, nstionalcoordinstor for the
poster contest, Terry Crichlow 3t
Corichlowacl com or the Farest Service
nations! coardinstar for the poster contest,
Iris Vel at 12 velez @ s sou.

the partnership between
orest Service!

) National Garden Clubs, Inc.
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ANNOUNCING
2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl
Poster Contest

Children from first through fifth grade
are invited to participate in this annual
drawing contest featuring conservation icons
‘Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl!

‘The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and the
NNational Garden Clubs, Inc., are giving students the opportunity to
‘demonstrate their understanding of wildfire prevention and basic
environmental conservation principles through original drawings of
‘Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl.

Viow provious contost winners:

‘Smokey Bear says: "Only you can prevent wildfires!"
‘Smokey Bear s recognizad nationally and nfarmationally as the
‘Symbol for wiiiro prevention. The oiginal Smokay Boar appoared
in 1044, Smokey's message, “Only you can provent widfires'”
‘oncourages personal responsibiiy or widi provention. Smokay
‘Bear taachas chicren and adults o be caraful with campras,
barbecuss, buming yard waste, and matches. For more about
‘Smokey Bear visi b=/ /smoleybearcom.

‘Woodsy Owl says: “Lend a hand—care for the land!”

e ot e ot
e 0
Pty My o
o v b

[20) wecmemm e e e e
and reducing waste; gardening, pianting, and caring for trees; using

P e
oy et o

USDAis an equalcpportuity provider, employe,and lendec
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2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest—ABOUT

2025 Smokey Bear & Woodsy Owl Poster Contest ules
‘Competton may nclude studentsfrom fst o fith grade.

+ Postrs ar o bo complted b indiidual student arsts.

+ Postrs must have comect spaling (postars with spling arors wil bo disquaified).

+ Allposers st feturo Smokey Bear.

+ Smokey Boar postors st include Smokey' wiklire prevenion message: Only You Can Pravent
Widfves!

+ Allpoters shoukd sncourage chiren otk a porsonal ol in preveiing widivesor conserving nturl

+ Smokey Bearmust bopresented i hiscomect colos he s an oficial con rotected by awl;check the
‘olors o thewebsite s goufeam/its o s ymbos oo

+ Each postrentyshould bo 17 inches i siz.

- Matrals that can beused ncludo crayons,markers, poserpant,watercolos, and e k.

+ The cheiceof paperclorand texturo s up o he child.

+ Nothree-dimensionsl posters,compute.scannad,or dlecroricaly generated mages willboaccepied.

+ Alpoter rtrees must be spansared by a recognized loca grden cis.

+ Thelocal garden chb chaiperson mustsubmit th postr enties o his o hr statochaiparson o ter
than anuary 20,2025 The lte ardan cl chaiperson st submi he e wining posters rom his
or her sat o th regional garden cubchairerson b February 24,2025,

+ The fllowing informtion shad be writen ot back of the poste n the e-ght corne da ot
use s cark marke forthis formation s t may show trough:

+ " The name, addres,phon number, and amai o e sponsoring local garden .

+ The st name, adess contactphon number, rads evel, schoo tescher’s name, ity snd
State. (Should schoolpolcy reckds g students adresses and hone umbers, pease nclude
ha school aderessand phon number).

Poste Tips
A oo pste has 3 boldand simple design.

+The postor's message shoid boaasly understood and delvered both in e ictrs andin text.

+ A oducatoparen,guardianor oter adul should proide 11 x 7" paper o achild o creste i
poster.

+ Find insiratonfryourpostr withpromtonal and edscational producs fom the Natol Symbols
Cache, snusymbols o

+ Postes wil bejudged o orgiali,design, g, artwork. and oversl fectiensss ofthe message.

Recognition Ceremonies.

+ s recommended thatoca and/or Stato racogniion ceremories b coordinated i conuncton with
Icalevents dring arth Wesk n Aprlor durng Natonl Pubic Lans Day (st Saturday in Septomber).
‘Smokey Baar choukd e resent o these sward ceramonie  possile.The Forest Servie consenation
Sduzatin or i peventon reginslcoordinstrs can hlp you entilyocalFrest Servs ofees hat
may asisyou whn planing or a Smokey Bar appearance st your vt A s of coordnators
‘vaible upo roquest i el at smis.symbols@uedagox

+ Cortficatesof partcipaionaefoe of charg. You can dowioad themfom s ol o o by
roquesting had coies vi emal ot mbns Qusda .

- The NationslGarden Clbs wil announce the it place nationl winnersfor aach ade el and he
ationalgran prizswinner o thlr 2025 annual mecting

+ Cortficates and prizo monoy (550) o thefv national winnerswilbo maid fllowingthe National
Garden Clubs 2025 annusl mesting The naionslgran prize winner wil get e cerfcate,a rophy and.
aframed copy of the wining pstar duringarecogniton ceremony in Washington, DC.

- The Forest Senics conducs the recognton cererony for the ational grand priz winner,whichtkes
lace every yr in Washingon,OC. ypicaly during the summer.
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‘WOODSY OWL POSTER CONTEST

Entry Form-Please Print Legibly

Child’s Name Grade Age

Address

Parent Name,

Parent email,

‘Parent Phone Numbers,

Name of School

Sponsoring Local Garden Club,

Sponsoring Garden Club District
Local Garden Club Contact Person’s Name,

Phone email,

Deadline for entries sent to GCSC District Youth Chair: December 10 2022

‘Deadline for District Director Youth Chair to Sandra Barker -Postmarked January 10,2023

For additional information, contact
Sandra Barker, 154 Pier Pointe Dr. Litle River, SC 29366

sandrabarker]3@yahoo.com o call 910-64]

7328
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‘Deadline for entries sent to GCSC District Youth Chair: December 10,2024
‘Deadline for District Director Youth Chair to Ann Crider -Postmarked January 10, 2025

For additional information, contact
Ann Crider, anncrider@bellsouth.net, 864-360-9071
3 Montclair Ave, Greenville, SC 29609
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Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl
Poster Contest

INSTRUCTIONS: Part A of this form must be completely

filled out and placed onto the back of all posters in
order to qualify. Please complete as much of Part B as
possible.
Part A: Garden Club Contact Information:
Students Name

Contact Name.

City/StZIP:

PartB: Parent/Guardian/Student Contact Info:
Teacher's Name:
ParenuGuardian Name:
Street
City/SUZIP:
Phone No.
Emai:

Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl
Poster Contest

INSTRUCTIONS: Part A of this form must be completely
filled out and placed onto the back of all posters in
order to qualify. Please complete as much of Part B as
possible.

PartA: Garden Club Contact Informatior
Students Name:

City/StZIP:

PartB: Parent/Guardian/Student Contact Info:
Teacher's Name:
ParenuGuardian Name:
Street
City/SUZIP:
Phone No.
Emai:
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Excite and encourage youth to express and
explore their creative thoughts through
different types of poetry. NGC's Poery Contest
‘enables youth to embrace their creativity
through the art of wriing,

Youth n grades K12 compete by grade-level
in one of three categories: General Education,
Special Education or English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL).

All poems are submitted to a local garden dub
affiliated with National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Local clubs send their winning poems (1 per
grade-evel in each category) to their State by
the published State deadiine. State winning
poems are sent to their Region Contest by
2/172025. Region winners are sent to the Complete Guidelines
National Contest by 3/1/2025. National

winning poems are announced in May 2025,
and published online in a free digital poetry.
booklet
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YOUTH POETRY CONTEST
GUIDELINES 2024

gardenclub.org/poetry-contest

My Garden Has Vegetables to Spare That I Can Share -

Helping Fight Hunger by Sharing Vegetables From Our Garden

Guidelines

+ Include name, address, age, grade, school, sponsoring local garden club and state garden club of the
poet on the back of entry. (Child privacy is Important to NGC. and thus, pubiished winning national
poems will only identiy the poets first name, last name iniial, local garden club and state.)

« Poets family does not have to be a member of the local sponsoring garden club.

+ Poems should be no more than 24 ines including ttle) with a max of 42 ltters/spaces per line in
order to it o single page of the bookle.

+ Poems do not have to rhyme. They may be traditional verse, acrostics, blank verse, cinquains,
diamond poems, limerick, or haiku.

+ When choosing 2 poem tile, please be creative and incorporate the theme: “My Garden Has
Vegetables to Spare That | Can Share - Helping Fight Hunger by Sharing Vegetables From Our Garden.”
However, the theme should not be used s the tile to any poetry. When judging, the itle s worth 10
poins

+ Al entries become the property of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

« Sending Region winning entries to NGC: All Region winning entries must be typed, titled, and sent to
the National Chairperson (ames Pavelka, jamespavelkaconcast.net) in Word format via email, and
the original hard copy mailed for judging.

+ National winners will be announced at the NGC 2025 National Convention and the local garden club
contact person will be contacted regarding any winning entry.

Submissions and Deadlines

All poems are submitted to 2 local garden club afflated with National
Garden Clubs,Inc. Local cubs send their winning poems (1 per grade-level
in each category) to thelr State by the published State deadiine. State
winning poems are sent to their Region Contest by 2/1/2025. Region winners
are sent to the National Contest by 3/1/2025. National wi

announced in May 2025, and published online in a free
booklet,

Eligibility, Categories and Judging Criteria

« Youth in grades K-12 compete by grade-level in ane of three
categories;: General Education, Special Education or English for
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL).

« Scale of Points: Title 10%, Content 40%, Creativity 30%,

Style 20%. Total 100%
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Programs of nterest
Good Food
Good Field Trips
Involve them in projects and committees
Make the meetings special
Delegate responsibiliies according to interest and abily to keep them interested
Do not overload responsibiities to new members
Pinpoint individual interests and schedule assignments with their interests in mind
Make it FUN!
Make every member feel useful- give everyone  job (big or small)
Participate in other actvities together
Have regular design programs along with horticulture
Visitinteresting gardens.
Donit overwork your members
Do some group activites- just for fun
Have group participation in programs
Include families
Provide a good orientation of what your club is about
Workshops
Entertain them
Have projects reflect the inerests of your members.
Have individual study groups according to interest
Make them feel part of the group
Keep meetings interesting and short
Fewer fundraisers
Hapd out a survey and ask the members what programs they would like o have,
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feld rips, sublects they woutd ke to leam about for the next year
Intra-cidb actities with neighboring clubs

More seminars- diversity educational opporturities.

Hands-on gardering of Givic projects

Make things asier- awards, forms, meelings

New member workshops

When clubs win awards- make It a special presentation

‘Ask members what they want to gat out of the cub

Less rigid; loss emphasis on rules, less formalty

Do good- Do it well- Have followship- Move on

Reuise your goals snnually- add new ones according (o interests

Delete the same old, same old

Make mostings shorter — pass out booklets of reports from committoes

Partner with area nurseries, flower shops, Home Depot, Lowes — ask them to offer

% off coupans to garden ciub members.

‘How To Help Our Members Flourish

Varisty of educational programs.
Network with area garden clubs to give programs or demonsrate their specialties
Pair new members with a mentor
Workstiops, Tours, Speakers
‘Speakers from Plant Societies.

Miri-Workshops between monthly meetings.
Encourage particlpation in our schools

Use the media to promote acivities

More workshops on design
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GCSC DUES AND CLUB AND COUNCIL ROSTERS:

January is the month to begin submitting your Federation Dues and Membership Roster for the upcoming year. Dues payment
should be remitted on or before March 1. Youzre

required to also send a complete, updated roster of all members, including youth groups, honorary, and sustaining members to
‘our Membership Data Chairmen. Send your club dues check to the GCSC Treasurer at 701 Gervais St. Suite 150-142,
Columbia SC 29201, and your corrected roster copy to: Beth Campbell Stoney, ECS Data Systems, PO. Box 784, Linville, NC
286460784, ecsdatasystems1203@gmail.com. Plezse include CLUB NUMBER AND DISTRICT on all correspondence (emails
or regular mail).

***As you gain members throughout the year, please send in their names to ECS Data Systems and dues payment to GCSC
Treas ($4 per each new member after September) to ensure they also receive full federation benefits and are counted in your
‘awards category. Make sure that your official rosters are as accurate as possible, especially regarding email addresses for each
‘member. We want to make sure that every one of your members gets.

‘access toall of the amazing news, education, events, and programs offered by The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc.
Remember that our quarterly magazine, The SC Gardener; only comes via email now.

Also, please ask your members to visit the website and verify their own emsil addresses. Each member may now login with
their own unique email address and password. Averification

‘email was sent to every member on our current list. If members have not received emails directly from GCSC, please let us
know.

For questions about membership rosters, contact Beth Stoney at ecsdatasystems1203@gmail.com
For questions about dues or donations payments, contact GCSC Treasurer Marian Soule.

Dues and Roster Information and Form

If the official rosters cannot be corrected on the computer, please correct the rosters by hand, clearly written, to the back of
the roster and mail one copy with club check to GCSC Treasurer (address noted above) and mail second copy to: Beth Campbell
Stoney, ECS Data Systems, PO. Box 784, Linville, NC 28646-0784 on or Before March 1.

Please include CLUB NUMBER AND DISTRICT on all correspondence (emails or regular mail).

Email/mail your club President and Treasurer changes as soon as they are elected
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THE SOUTH CAROLINA GARDENER

‘The official quarterly of The Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc., The South Carolina Gardener is published quarterly by The
Garden Club of South Carolina, Inc. from funds provided by % dues from all members and advertising revenue.
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Submission Deadlines
Issue Deadline
Fall Aug 15
Winter Nov 15
Spring Feb 15
Summer May 15

Submission Guidelines

 Articles to be plain text email or word.
* Photos should be high resolution jpg:

© Email: scgardenereditor@gmail.com

* Email Subject to include “article for SC
Gardener” and Club Name

* Email Body to include District, Garden
Club, and submitter name

« Editor reserves the right to edit any
article due to space constraints,
duplication, clarity and accuracy.

Content should be sent electronically to scgardenereditor@gmail.com
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IRS INFORMATION

GCSC CLUBHOLDING
501(C)(3) STATUS
ANNUAL REPORTING

Click Here For 501(c)(3) Packet of Forms and Cover Letter

Congratulations on your decision to apply for inclusion in our GCSC 501[c][3] Group Exemption. You are just a few steps away
from grant and tax deductibility eligibility. This can be a daunting process so keep the faith and ask for any help you might need.

Youwill want to review Publication 4221 available at the www.IRS.gov/eo website for a comprehensive guide to 501[c][3]
compliance. This will give you allinitial and annual requirements to have readily available for your club.

le for grant monies, corporate sponsorship and
ider your application.

‘The purpose of inclusion under 501[c][3] Group Exemption is to become eli

tax deductible donations. If your club is not interested in pursuing these items, you may wish to recor

Once you decide to be included, you will have annual filing requirements with both GCSC and with the IRS. GCSC will not file
these forms for you but will make them available on the state website.

Please review all of the forms and instructional checklist to make sure you understand what is required before filing. If you
have any questions, please contact the GCSC Resource person
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The curriculum, in a series of four courses, covers 3 wide range of subjects: from landscape design history tolandscape
architecture in the year 2000 and beyond. Since its founding in 1958, professional instructors have maintained the high
standards originally incorporated in the study program. Also offered are many optional programs, such s conferences,
‘symposia and tours. Students acquire the tools for making their own gardens more beautiful and easier to maintain.
Many students have been motivated to serve in political decision-making areas where awareness of the impact of 2 well-
designed landscape can enhance the beauty and enjoyment of life in the public arena.

Contact: Susan McLeod Epstein, susanmcleodepstein@smail.com 843-224-6784
Paul Gilson pgilson@verizon.net
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL

NOVEMBER 12-13, 2024
COURSE 3
VIEW REGISTRATION FORM

‘The Garden Club of South Carolina, in cooperation with National Garden Clubs,
presents the 2024 Landscape Design School Program.

Are you interested in landscape design? Join other students in an enjoyable series of courses to learn about the.
principles and theories of landscape design, site planning and garden design.

The Landscape Design School (LDS) program consists of 4 courses that can be taken in any order. For 2024 we will be
offering Course 3 at Charles Towne Landing State Historic Site in Charleston SC on November 12 & 13, 2024, Topics
‘we will cover in this year's program include Woody Plants in the Landscape; Herbaceous Materials in the Landscape;
Landscape Design with Maintenance in Mind and the Landscape Design Process.

In addition, we will have a Design Studio Case Study where each student will have the opportunity to create their own
integrated landscape design plan for a historic property in downtown Charleston. Upon completion of their design,
students will then compare and contrast their individual designs with those of professional landscape architects and
view the finished *as built” implementation.

And a5 3 special treat, for this year's Featured Speaker, we are fortunate to welcome Brie Arthur, 3 celebrated
bestselling author and distinguished horticulturist who captivates audiences with her dynamic presentations and
groundbreaking gardening insights. As a fervent advocate for consumer horticulture and home gardening, she authored
two influential books, "The Foodscape Revolution” and "Gardening with Grains solidifying her authority in the field.
Brie's contributions extend to the Emmy-winning PBS program, "Growing a Greener World; and her “Brie The Plant
Lady" You Tube channel, where her expertise shines.

Prospective students who wish to enroll and reserve a seat should complete the attached registration form and mail it
alongwith a check to the indicated LDS post office box.

Please contact us at scldsp@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES SCHOOL

to teach environmental

eracy to cherish, protect and conserve
the living earth. The courses teach participants environmental literacy, appreciation of the natural world, encourages
action for sustainable development and appreciation for the interrelation of all natural things. Particular emphasis is
presently placed on land conservation, water conservation and air quality. Environmental Studies School is aimed at
producing a citizenry that is knowledgeable concerning the biophysical environment and its associated problems, aware
of how to help solve these problems, and motivated to work toward their solution

Contact: Karen Allen, saludalake21@zol.com, 864-979-9582
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FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL

Flower Show School is a comprehensive program that teaches all you need to know about judging, entering, competir
and chairing an NGC flower show. There are 4 courses each generally scheduled over  2-3 day period, and each with a
specific curriculum that includes horticulture, design, and flower show procedure (FSP). If you are considering becoming
aflower show judge, planning to chair a flower show, or simply want to learn more, your first step is to attend Course .
Subjects are taught by qualified instructors and outlines will be provided.

Examples of horticulture and design are displayed and critiqued. Learn point-scoring to evaluate how entries
are judged, and see what it takes to get the blue ribbon. Learn about awards, types of shows, and what
ccommittees are needed to produce a show. We invite you to join this unique experience and become an active
part of flower shows. See the NGC Handbook for Flower Shows and all related forms

GARDENING SCHOOL

Gardening School consists of a series of four courses, scheduled over two days of instruction, followed by a exam for
those interested in becoming a NGC accredited Gardening Consultant. Courses cover all aspects of horticulture:
‘gardening, understanding soil structure, pruning techniques, identifying plants, etc. Topics include basic botany, soils,
annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, fruits, vegetables, lawns, pests, plant diseases, plant classification and selected
subjects of local interest. Additional topics may include reconciliation ecology and creating backyard habitats to help

‘endangered species such as pollinators and amphibians as well as working with youth.
Contact: Karen Allen, saludalake21@zol.com, 864-979-9582
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