Course 4-Classification, Garden Styles, Plant Identification, Pruning, Woody Ornamentals
10 hours                 Each exam question is valued at 2.0 points.

A. Plant Classification and Nomenclature 1.0 Hour   7 Questions 
• Overview of all studied plants   	• Binomial nomenclature - naming system Note: Keep it simple 
• Important flowering/foliage plant groups 
B. Outdoor Identification of Plants 3.0 Hours   15 Questions 
• Plant families ♦ Characteristics ♦ Local/regional choices 
• Key/glossary and identification of plants (hand lens required) 
C. Specialized Styles of Gardening 2.0 Hours 10 Questions 
• Sun/Shade gardening 		• Greenhouse 		• Organic 	• Rock gardens/alpine gardens • Hot beds and cold frames 	• Hydroponics and aquaponics 		• Other styles 
D. Techniques for Growing Woody Ornamentals 1.5 Hours   9 Questions 
• Plant selection and environmental factors	 • When and how to plant 
• Training and pruning 				• Specific problems and solutions 
E. Pruning Techniques 1.5 Hours   9 Questions 
• Overview of proper equipment/tools/training 		• Trees and shrubs 
• Perennials and annuals 
• Any other - specific plant group • Demonstration ♦ Inside and outside ♦ Participation by students 
F. Supplemental Subject 1.0 Hour 
Approved Supplemental Subjects The State GS Chairman may suggest other subjects for approval by the Accrediting Chairman. Local interests will be considered. 
• Any plant-related subject approved by the NGC Accrediting Chairman.
• Gardening for Wildlife/Habitat – resources include National Pollinator Garden Network, The Million Pollinator Garden Challenge and National Wildlife Federation (see NGC website: The Million Pollinator Garden Challenge) ● Heirlooms (vegetables and flowers) 
• Invasive Plants ● Reconciliation Ecology (see article in the fall 2015 issue of The National Gardener) Power Point presentations available on NGC website, Gardening School page 
• Vermiculture/Vermicomposting 
• Various additional specialized styles of gardening not included in Course 4
