THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA 2026-2027 HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST
“WHAT NATIVE PLANTS WOULD YOU ENCOURAGE ALL AMERICANS TO PLANT TO BEAUTIFY THE USA FOR THE NEXT ONE HUNDRED YEARS?”


The High School Essay Contest, also listed as GCSC Award #38, is open to any South Carolina High School Student (grades 9-12) sponsored by a federated garden club, group of clubs or council. For 2026-2027, the theme is “WHAT NATIVE PLANTS WOULD YOU ENCOURAGE ALL AMERICANS TO PLANTS TO BEAUTIFY THE USA FOR THE NEXT ONE HUNDRED YEARS?” The
student will have to be creative as the theme should be incorporated in the title but not used as the title. All entries become the property of GCSC, Inc., and a certificate and a cash award of
$500.00 will be presented to the winner of the GCSC High School Essay Contest at the APRIL Annual Meeting in 2027. This year’s winning GCSC essay will also be forwarded to the South Atlantic Region (SAR) of the National Garden Club. The SAR cash award is $200.00.
Each year, our number of dedicated applicants has grown! GCSC is delighted to see so many students enter this competition!! We have excellent judges, but we would like to encourage more entry representation for the High School Essay Contest throughout the state of South Carolina.
ESSAY CONTEST RULES
The length of the essay must be between 600-700 words. All entries must be typed or computer-generated with the current theme, “WHAT NATIVE PLANTS WOULD YOU ENCOURAGE ALL AMERICANS TO PLANT TO BEAUTIFY THE USA FOR THE NEXT ONE HUNDRED YEARS?”
1. The theme cannot be used as the title.
2. Essays must be typed in Microsoft Word, using font no smaller than 11 point.
3. Essays must be in a format suitable for printing in The South Carolina Gardener.
4.  Include a page listing the name, address, phone number, email address, school attending, grade level, and a list of activities.
5. The submission must include the name of the sponsoring federated club(s) or council. The Essayist’s family does not have to be a member of the local sponsoring garden club.
6.  Inclusion of a photograph is optional. The photo must not show the faces of anyone else, and the essayist must attest they have the rights to the photo (or that the photo is free and open source.)
7. For further information and judging criteria, please refer to the GCSC website. Essays must be the original created work of the participant student.

8. The GCSC is not responsible for the content of essay material.
9.  Essays found to contain AI (Artificial Intelligence) will be disqualified.
10. You may use these formats: APA or MLA.
11. You should cite sources in the body of the essay and at the end of the essay.


SCALE OF POINTS
20%--Originality
20%--Central idea of essay is clear and addresses the theme question.
20%--Organization of ideas uses a logical structure, clear paragraphs, and appropriate transitions.
20%--Vocabulary, grammar and mechanics effectively communicate meaning. 10%--Creative title.
10%--Conformance to length.
Include student name, address, phone number, email, school attending, grade level, list of activities of student, name of sponsoring garden club(s); photo optional.


DEADLINE:

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED VIA MAIL OR EMAIL TO THE GCSC HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CHAIRMAN BY THE ABSOLUTE DEADLINE OF MIDNIGHT NOVEMBER 15, 2026. NO ESSAYS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MIDNIGHT ON NOVEMBER 15, 2026.
Your submission must include the following documents:
1. The Essay.
2. The Information and Signature Page.
3. A photo of the applicant by themselves is optional.
4. Release for publication and website
JACQUELINE WEINZIERL
8741 EAST FAIRWAY WOODS CIRCLE
CHARLESTON, SC 29420 tomandjacqueline@msn.com

The State winning essay will be sent to the South Atlantic Region Contest by 2/1/2027. The Region winner will be announced at the South Atlantic Region meeting in Bowling Green, KY, APRIL 15-17 2027.

THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA 2026-2027 HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE PAGE
PLEASE FILL IN THE INFORMATION BELOW AND SUBMIT WITH ESSAY:

NAME:	 MAILING ADDRESS:		 PHONE NUMBER:			 EMAIL ADDRESS OF STUDENT:				 HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDING:					 HIGH SCHOOL’S MAILING ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER:						

CURRENT GRADE:	 LIST OF ACTIVITIES IN WHICH YOU PARTICIPATE:		






NAME OF SPONSORING FEDERATED GARDEN CLUB, COUNCIL, OR DISTRICT.

INCLUDE A PHOTO OF YOURSELF, BUT IT IS NOT MANDATORY

THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC. IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT OF ESSAY MATERIAL. BELOW, PLEASE SIGN ACKNOWLEDGING YOU HAVE READ AND WILL ABIDE BY THE RULES OF THE ESSAY CONTEST AND THAT THE ESSAY YOU ARE SUBMITTING IS YOUR ORIGINAL WORK AND IS NOT THE PRODUCT OF AI (ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE).


PRINT NAME OF STUDENT	SIGNATURE OF STUDENT

DATE:		










National Garden Clubs, Inc.
RELEASE FOR APPLICATION AND WEBSITE
and
GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA, INC.

YOUR GARDEN CLUB NAME HERE
Local Garden Club

Before sharing a name, information and/or photograph in one of our publications or on our websites, the above-listed organizations require a signed release form from all adults and from the parent or legal guardian of any youth under 18. Please complete both sides of the release form below and return it to:
Jacqueline Weinzierl
8741 East Fairway Woods Circle Charleston, SC 29420
843-209-3131
tomandjacqueline@msn.com ADULT:

I, 	(print name),

being over 18 years of age, hereby grant the above-listed organizations, the right to use the name, photograph, biography, city, state, country and article information, without compensation, on our websites and in any publication or written material. Please print below as you wish your name to appear.
DATE: 	
Print Name: 	
Signature: 	
Address and phone number: 	



Email:	(Optional)











MINOR YOUTH SECTION: YOUTH UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE

PLEASE INITIAL BESIDE INFORMATION YOU AS PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN RELEASE FOR USE BY NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
	 my child’s name. Please print below, as you wish the name to appear:	

	my child’s photograph

	my child’s biography

	my child’s work or contest entry submitted to the above organizations

	other:	

	my child’s city, state and country (specific addresses never used)

I UNDERSTAND THAT THE ABOVE-LISTED ORGANIZATIONS WILL USE MY OR MY CHILD’S INFORMATION, MY OR MY CHILD’S SUBMITTED TEXT, AND MY OR MY CHILD’S LIKENESS ONLY FOR EDUCATIONAL, INFORMATIONAL AND/OR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES. I HEREBY AGREE TO HOLD THE ABOVE-LISTED ORGANIZATIONS, THEIR LICENSEES AND AFFILIATES HARMLESS
FROM ANY LIABILITY RESULTING FROM MY OR MY CHILD’S STATEMENTS AND ACTION DEPICTED OR DESCRIBED IN THE INFORMATION, TEXT AND GRAPHIC REPRESENTATIONS.
DATE: 	
Printed Name of Parent/Legal Guardian:		
Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian: 	
Address and phone number: 	



(email optional)		

THE GARDEN CLUB OF SOUTH CAROLINA 2026-2027 HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST

APPLICANT’S CHECKLIST FOR SUBMISSION:
1. THEME CANNOT BE USED AS TITLE.	
2. ESSAY TYPED IN MICROSOFT WORD.	
3. FONT NO SMALLER THAN 11 POINT.	
4. FORMAT SUITABLE FOR PRINTING IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA GARDENER.	
5. COMPLETE THE INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE PAGE.	
6. NAME OF SPONSORING FEDERATED CLUB OR COUNCIL.	
7. PHOTOGRAPH IS OPTIONAL.	
8. ESSAY MUST BE ORIGINAL WORK OF STUDENT SUBMITTER.	
9. USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED AND SUBJECT TO DISQUALIFICATION.	
10. APA OR MLA FORMATS ONLY.	
11. SHOULD CITE SOURCES IN THE BODY OF THE ESSAY AND AT END OF ESSAY.	
12. UNDER ESSAY CONTEST RULES STUDY THE SCALE OF POINTS.
13. BE HAPPY AND THANK YOU!
14. ABSOLUTE DEADLINE MIDNIGHT NOVEMBER 15. NO ESSAYS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MIDNIGHT NOVEMBER 15, 2026.	
JACQUELINE WEINZIERL
8741 EAST FAIRWAY WOODS CIRCLE CHARLESTON, SC 29420
tomandjacqueline@msn.com

Your submission must include the following documents:
1. The Essay.
2. The Information and Signature Page.
3. A photo of the applicant by themselves is optional.
4. Release for publication and website.
