East Piedmont District Award Criteria and Application Form
2026 Calendar Year

February 1, 2027 --- Applications Deadline
Contact:
Beth Waddell
East Piedmont District Assistant Director, Awards Chair
bwaddell2@bellsouth.net
(864) 415-6534
1. Membership and Mission Award
     A. Recognizes a Club for: 1) creating and implementing a membership drive; 2) adding members; and/or 3) presenting an original program written by a club member emphasizing the mission and at least one (1) objective of GCSC on the theme “Legacy Gardening” Past-Present-Future.

     B. Recognizes a Council for creating and implementing a drive to increase area membership and/or presenting an original program written by a Council member emphasizing the mission and at least one (1) objective of GCSC on the theme “Legacy Gardening” Past-Present-Future.

 
2. Wildflower Award: Recognizes a club or council for a landscaping or restoration project at an historic site, building, public garden, school or historic marker, using wildflowers

 
3. Conservation Award: Recognizes a club or council for the most comprehensive natural resource project focusing on the GCSC’s objectives related to Air, Water, Forest, Land and Wildlife.

 
4. Arbor Day Award: Recognizes a club, group of clubs or council with the most outstanding program and community involvement celebrating Arbor Day.

 
5. Garden Therapy Award: Recognizes a club or council for the most effective therapeutic gardening project involving the elderly, physically and/or mentally challenged adults or special needs children.

 
6. The Bird Award:  This award was established in 2013 in memory of  James B. & Myrtle Edna Lasley.  recognition is given in three (3) categories:

      A. To the club or council for the most comprehensive bird program involving information and education relating to birds of the southeast.

 

    B. To the club or council showcasing club dedication that promotes community involvement that supports bird habitat and general bird education.      

 

   C.  To the club or council giving time and resources for youth programs that support bird education and Backyard Wildlife Habitats.

 

 7. Best Youth Program Award: Recognizes a club or council for their contributions of time, resources and materials to develop and deliver a youth program.

 
8. National Garden Week Award: Recognizes the club or council providing the most outstanding activity promoting National Garden Week.

 
9. Butterfly and Pollinator Award: Recognizes the club or council for an outstanding project emphasizing habitats/horticulture beneficial to butterflies and other pollinators.

 
10. Blue Star Highway Marker Award: Recognizes a club or council for an outstanding project/dedication service that supports the Blue Star Memorials.

 

 11. The Nell Kirby “Excellence in Design Award”: Recognizes an individual, club or council for the best design program.

 
12. Special Achievement Award: Recognizes an individual, club or council for any other outstanding project encompassing the goals and objectives of the EPD, GCSC or NGC.

 
13. Outstanding Service Award: Presented by the East Piedmont Director, at his/her discretion, to an individual, club or council demonstrating exceptional interest and participation within the East Piedmont District.

 

14. Floral Design:  Recognizes an individual club member representing her/his organization whose floral creation best exemplifies the principles of design.     
 2025 EAST PIEDMONT DISTRICT  AWARD  APPLICATION
Submission Deadline: FEBRUARY 1, 2026
EPD Award # and Title:_______________________________
Club/Council:___________________________
Number of Club/Council Members________
Date Submitted:__________

Contact:____________________________________________
EMAIL______________________________PHONE______________

Instructions:     
· Answer questions #1-6.    

· Limit submission to the fronts only of no more than three pages

· Application will not be returned

· Your application will be judged on your answers to the below required criteria. You must answer all.
Use this application form as your first page.  Complete each topic using the below numbering system.
1. New Project:  Yes__No_  Beginning date:______Completed_________
2. Provide a brief summary of your project and your objectives.
3. Describe the involvement of both your club members and other organizations, groups, etc.
4. How was your project funded and what were your expenses?
5. Describe your club’s continuing involvement in the project, or follow up work, on-going maintenance.
 6. Attach documentation, digital photos, or copies of letters of appreciation, newspaper or magazine articles, or landscape plan/drawings 
Submit via EMAIL  to

bwaddell2@bellsouth.net
